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Dear Parent/Teacher, 

Welcome to the Lewis and Clark: A Providential View study!  

Firstly, be aware that the first painting in this pack is of the Nez Perce (Flathead Indians) as painted by 

the historian-artist George Catlin. They are depicted as they lived. Therefore, the mother with her baby 

in the pack on her back is topless. If you are uncomfortable with that, maybe take some watercolors and 

paint greens in that space to help make her bare breast blend in with the bushes in the background. Or 

else maybe consider putting a sticker over that part of her anatomy. It’s up to you how you present this 

to your children. 

The purpose of this painting (and the others) is to have the students make observations about the way 

they lived and the way they were (or weren’t) clothed. This is for the purpose of having them consider 

the journey that four of the Nez Perce made in the historical account from a primary source they read.  

It will lead to the consideration of how badly they wanted the Gospel. 

As always with our packs, there is an “answer key” to help guide you in content to teach. However, 

please remember that the Reason and Relate questions and the graphic organizers and story map are 

meant to lead discussions by asking your students questions. See if they can think on their own of 

answers. Gently guide them as needed. Answers will vary from what is in the “answer key” and this is 

good! The goal is to help them learn how to think and reason Biblically. 

You’ll notice that the excerpts from Lewis’ and Clark’s journals have what we today call spelling errors. 

This is about the time that Noah Webster was busy studying and writing his Webster’s 1828 Dictionary. 

Reading these entries with rough spellings will hopefully help you and your students appreciate 

Webster’s contributions to our nation all the more. 

If you have any questions, feel free to reach out to us, 

Heather Hall 
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Today, we’re learning about Geology in Natural Law (creation) and Revealed Law 
(Biblical/spiritual truth). The Bible is the foundation for Geology. And Geology is the 
foundation of all natural sciences. Let’s define the vocabulary of our subject.  

Webster’s 1828 American Dictionary of the English Language 

GEOL'OGY, noun [Gr. the earth, and discourse.] 

“The doctrine or science of the structure of the earth. . .” 

Key Word Study 

DOCTRINE, noun [Latin , to teach.] 

1. In a general sense, whatever is taught. Hence, a principle or position in any science; 
whatever is laid down as true by an instructor or master. The doctrines of the gospel are the 
principles or truths taught by Christ and his apostles. 

STRUCTURE, noun [Latin , to set or lay.] 

2. Manner of building; form; make; construction; as the want of insight into the structure and 
constitution of the terraqueous globe. 

4. A building of any kind, but chiefly a building of some size or of magnificence. 

The Corps of Discovery 

Along Lewis’ and Clark’s journey, they collected geology samples from the trails they 

traveled. Geology may not seem important. However, God saw it fit to create rocks. They serve 

many purposes. There are many references where Jesus is being likened to a rock. Plus, the 

body of Christ is referred to as stones. 

What are some things for which rocks are used? Make a list below: 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Name: ______________________________ Date: ____________________________________ 
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Keep your list handy. It will help you reason from Natural Law (creation) about some 

Revealed Law (spiritual truths) that the following Bible verses teach us. 

Reason and Relate 

Read Isaiah 53:2 and answer the following question. 

What did you learn about Jesus’ external qualities (outward appearance) from Isaiah 53:2? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

What spiritual truths do you learn about Christ from these definitions and passages where He is 

likened to a rock? Read the following Bible verses and answer below. 

Psalm 62:7-12  Psalm 89:26, 27 Psalm 118:22   Matthew 7:24-27 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Read 1 Peter 2:5? What Spiritual truth(s) do you learn about the body of Christ from this verse? 

How can the definitions we discussed help you with understanding? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 



©Principled Academy LLC 2021 

 

Homework 

Remember at the beginning of class when you were asked what you observed about the 

geode? Use the T-Chart below to:   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What spiritual truths did the outside of the Geode and the Bible verse in Isaiah 53:2 teach you? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

What spiritual truths did the inside of the geode and the Bible verse in Isaiah 53:2 teach you? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Draw and color the outside of a geode. Draw and color the inside of a geode. 

Name: ______________________________ Date: ____________________________________ 
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Class Reading:  

 Fossils and minerals?! Geology was important to Lewis and Clark as they traveled with 

the Corps of Discovery. This is how we know: On June 20, 1803, Thomas Jefferson wrote to 

Meriwether Lewis:  

Other objects worthy of notice will be the soil & face of the country, its growth & 

vegetable productions, especially those not of the U.S. the animals of the 

country generally, & especially those not known in the U.S.  the remains & 

accounts of any which may be deemed rare or extinct;  the mineral productions 

of every kind; but more particularly metals, limestone, pit coal & saltpeter; 

salines & mineral waters, noting the temperature of the last & such 

circumstances as may indicate their character; volcanic appearances;  climate 

as characterized by the  thermometer, by the  proportion of rainy, cloudy  & 

clear days, by lightening, hail, snow, ice, by the access & recess of frost, by the 

winds,  prevailing at different seasons, the dates at which particular  plants put 

forth or lose their flowers, or leaf, times of  appearance of particular birds, 

reptiles or insects. 

Is it curious to you that President Jefferson would say: “Other objects worthy of notice 

will be… the remains & accounts of any which may be deemed rare or extinct.”? Does it interest 

you that this means fossils? Would you like to know a little something about President 

Jefferson? He was very curious about mammoths.  

Every race of animals seems to have received from their Maker certain laws of extension 

at the time of their formation. ... It may be asked, why I insert the Mammoth, as if it still 

existed? I ask in return, why I should omit it, as if it did not exist? Such is the economy of 

nature, that no instance can be produced of her having permitted any one race of her 

animals to become extinct; of her having formed any link in her great work so weak as 

to be broken. To add to this, the traditionary testimony of the Indians, that this animal 

still exists in the northern and western parts of America, would be adding the light of a 

taper to that of the meridian sun. Those parts still remain in their aboriginal state, 

unexplored and undisturbed by us, or by others for us. He may as well exist there now, 

as he did formerly where we find his bones. ... It would be erring therefore against that 

rule of philosophy, which teaches us to ascribe like effects to like causes, should we 

Name: ______________________________ Date: ____________________________________ 
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impute this diminution of siace [of animals] in America to any imbecility or want of 

uniformity in the operations of nature. ... Animals transplanted into unfriendly climates, 

either change their nature and acquire new fences against the new difficulties in which 

they a replaced, or they multiply poorly and become extinct. 

-Notes on Virginia 1787 , Thomas Jefferson 

In another entry in his biography, President Jefferson wrote:  

1796 November 10. (Jefferson to John Stuart). "I cannot however help believing that this 

animal [megalonyx] as well as the Mammoth are still existing. The annihilation of any 

species of existence is so unexampled in any parts of the economy of nature which we 

see, that we have a right to conclude, as to the parts we do not see, that the 

probabilities against such annihilation are stronger than those for it." 

-Jefferson Letter to John Stuart, 10 November 1796  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

These primary sources confirm that geology was an important part of the mission that 

the Corps of Discovery was set out to fulfill.  

 With all of this in mind, let’s visually organize the information to help us remember it. 

And, let us consider God’s Providence in supplying these things in North America. 

 
Sketch of Peale’s Reconstructed Mastodon Skeleton by Alfred Jacob Miller 

(1836). Skeleton of the mastodon forming part of the Baltimore Museum in 

1836. Courtesy of the Maryland Historical Society. Image available on the 

Internet and included here in accordance with Title 17 U.S.C. Section 107. 

 

The Artist in His Museum (self-portrait 1822) is 

displayed at the Pennsylvania Academy of Fine 

Arts in Philadelphia. File:C W Peale - The Artist in 

His Museum.jpg . 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:C_W_Pe

ale_-_The_Artist_in_His_Museum.jpg 

 

http://www.mdhs.org/underbelly/2016/04/28/mastodon-in-the-museum/
https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/17/107
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In Class: Use the Mind Map below to organize what President Thomas Jefferson wanted the 

Corps of Discovery to take notice of on their journeys.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Name: ______________________________ Date: ____________________________________ 
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Class Reading:  

 What do you notice that President Jefferson puts the most emphasis on? Interestingly, 

geology isn’t what the Corps of Discovery is most known for. Rather, they are most known for 

their collections of zoology and botanical samples. However, as you’ve been reading–and see 

with your graphic organizer–the matters of geology were of great importance.  Lewis and Clark 

understood that the observations of the “mineral productions of every kind” were an essential 

part of the scientific aspect of their mission given by President Jefferson.  

There are numerous places in their journals where Lewis and Clark documented 

collecting mineral specimens. However, Lewis and Clark were not scientists and they did not 

specialize in mineralogy or geology. Plus, this was a fairly inexact science in the early 1800s. 

Therefore, they diligently collected samples along the trails which they travelled. And, they sent 

shipments of them back east and left it to the experts to identify them. Proper descriptions and 

chemical analyses would be very important. 

 Additionally, they found fossil samples. In the fall of 1803, Lewis sent fossil specimens 

as well as mammoth bones and teeth recovered from Big Bone Lick on the Ohio. But those 

were lost in transit1. However, President Jefferson funded Clark to return to Big Bone Lick in 

1807 and this fossil gathering was a success.   

 We know that samples did make it back east because President Jefferson would 

forward some samples to Charles Willson Peale for display in the Peale [Natural] Museum. Also, 

Seybert’s circa 1812 list of Expedition Specimens confirms that some specimens after April 1805 

made it to Philadelphia. 

 To help you learn the importance of each geological category that President Jefferson 

specified, you have a research assignment.  

Steps: 

1. Your first task is to discover the important role of each category and to fill out a chart with it. 

2. Your second task is to choose one of the geology categories and write a research paper on it. 
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Name: ______________________________ Date: ____________________________________ 

 

 

Fossils 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

Minerals 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

 

 

Metals 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

 

 

Limestone 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Geology Providential Purposes 
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Pit Coal 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

 

 

Saltpeter 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

 

 

Salines 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
 

 

 

Mineral Water 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
 

 

 

Volcanic 

Appearances 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Geology Providential Purposes 
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Use this notebook page for the rough draft of your research paper. Include in your research 

paper: 

Your subject      What you learned about your subject 

Its Providential Purpose    Who God used to discover it  

What it meant for America to have it   Ways it is was used in our past 

How these helped America be independent  What does stewardship of it look like 

Ways that it is used in our nation today  What minerals teach us about the Rock 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Name: ______________________________ Date: ____________________________________ 
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______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Class Discussion: 

We learned in our previous lessons that Geology is important to God and that it was 

important to President Thomas Jefferson. Today, we’re going to learn about how Geology was 

also important to the Indians and to Lewis and Clark. We’ll be learning about how the Rock of our 

salvation was important to some people who shared the heart cry of the Psalmist: “From the end 

of the earth will I cry unto thee, when my heart is overwhelmed: lead me to the rock that is 

higher than I.” (Psalm 61:2, KJV) And, we’ll be seeing the Christian Principle of Brotherly Love in 

action. 

To learn a little about how Geology was important to Lewis and Clark, let’s read and 

discuss a few of their journal entries to learn how they used it and for what purposes. 

The Journals of Lewis and Clark, Volume II 

[Clark, May the 14th-1804] 

“Monday Set out from Camp River a Dubois at 4 oClock P.M. and proceded up the Missouris 
under Sail to the first Island in the Missouri and Camped on the upper point opposit a Creek on 
the South Side below a ledge of limestone rock Called Colewater . . .” 

 

In what way was the limestone rock used?___________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

[Clark, May the 23rd, 1804]  

“Wednesday May 23rd  . . . Stoped one hour where their was maney people assembled to See 
us, halted at an endented part of a Rock which juted over the water, Called by the french the 
tavern which is a Cave 40 yds. long with the river 4 feet Deep & about 20 feet high, this is a place 
the Indians & french Pay omage to, many names are wrote up on the rock Mine among 
others…“ 

 

In what way did the Indians and French use the Tavern Cave? _________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

Name: ______________________________ Date: ____________________________________ 
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Class Discussion (continued): 

 

[Clark, June 5th, 1804] 

“June 5th Tuesday 1804 after Jurking the meet Killed yesterday and Crossing the hunting party 
we Set out at 6 O’Clock, . . . in which was two french men . . . those men inform that the Kansas 
Nation are now out in the plains hunting Buffalow, they hunted last winter on this river Passed a 
projecting rock on which was painted a figue and a Creek . . . “ 

 

For what purpose was the painted rock used? _____________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

As you have read, geology mattered to the United States Government. But, the given 

examples from Lewis and Clark’s journal teach us geology also mattered to the Indians. Even 

more important, learning about the Rock (Jesus Christ) mattered to some of them. 

 In the next lesson, we are introduced to the historian William Barrows and the historian 

Catlin.  

In the book, Oregon: The Struggle for Possession by William Barrows (1892), he writes 

about the Flat-Head Indians and their search for the Book of Heaven. 

 Remember that rock at the Tavern Cave where Clark wrote his name to pay his 

respects? This links Clark to his travels to Oregon and the friendship and good relationships he 

had with the Indians.  

 Catlin is a historian who also documented about the following account in his Indian 

Letters. He also is known for painting portraits of American Indians. 

There is much to the story we are about to read. But, for the sake of time, we’ll only be 

reading a portion of Chapter 13 out of William Barrow’s book.  

 That said, before you read, observe the paintings of the Indians: their way of life, the way 

the dress, family life, and compare the Nez Perce to the way the Iroquois dressed. Then, imagine 

the Nez Perce on their long journey that you will read about. 
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George Catlin (1796-1872) Flathead Indians 

Source: https://ournativeamericans.blogspot.com/2019/02/george-catlin-1796-1872-flathead-indians.html 
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Flathead Indian sketch by William Clark 

Source: http://www.lewis-clark.org/article/1016 
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Source: 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Cranial_deformation;_two_skulls_of_Flathead_Indians_Wellcome_V0031172.jpg 

Skulls of Flat-Head Indians from Mennaloore [?] Island, Columbia River, M.D. Chinnook. In the 
collection of Dr. A.L. Fisher, Elkhart, Indiana 

Library reference: Iconographic Collection 644309i 
Photo number: V0031172 

Full Bibliographic Record: http://catalogue.wellcomelibrary.org/record=b1644309 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Cranial_deformation;_two_skulls_of_Flathead_Indians_Wellcome_V0031172.jpg
http://catalogue.wellcomelibrary.org/record=b1644309
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Flathead Woman and Child (Caw-wacham) 

by Paul Kane 
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(1854) 

Portrait of Ahyouwaighs, chief of the Six Nations, from "History of the Indian Tribes of North America, with 

Biographical Sketches and Anecdotes of the Principal Chiefs" by Thomas L. McKenney and James Hall, published in 

1854. The Six Nations was a confederacy of Iroquois tribes that included the Mohawks, Oneidas, Onondagas, 

Cayugas, Senecas and Tuscaroras. According to the McKenney and Hall book, Ahyouwaighs was born in 1794 as the 

youngest son of Thayendanegea, chief of the Mohawks, and Catherine Brant. He also went by the English name 

John Brant, and died of cholera in the 1830s. 

Source: https://ohiohistorycentral.org/w/File:OHS_AL04515.jpg 
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Oregon: The Struggle for Possession 

William Barrows 

(1892) 

CHAPTER XIII 

FOUR FLAT-HEAD INDIANS IN ST. LOUIS 

 

Brief Introduction 

Four Flat-Head Indians had come in 1832 from Oregon, three thousand miles, on a special 
mission of their own devising. . .  

 

Gospel Seeds Planted 

 Far up Clark’s River, and central in what is now Washington Territory, beyond mountain 

fastnesses, they had heard from an American trapper of the white man’s God, and of a spirit 

home, better than the hunting-grounds of the blessed, and of a Book that told truly of the 

Great Spirit, and of that home and the trail to it. The report is that the Iroquois had given to 

them some of the Christian teachings which had become theirs in Colonial New York; and very 

likely some of the mountain trappers who left the white frontier and rude clearing, and may be 

the Book and family altar long years before, had done the same thing. The Indians, always 

religiously inclined, listened, and then inquired, and then talked it over. 

Searching for the Book of Heaven 

 How long they were in St. Louis does not appear, only that they were there long enough 

for the two old men to die, and for one of the younger to contract disease of which he died, on 

his return, at the mouth of the Yellowstone. They made known distinctly the fact that they had 

come their long journey to get the white man’s Book, which would tell them of the white man’s 

God and heaven. 

 In what was then a Roman Catholic city is was not easy to do this, and officers only were 

met. It has not been the policy or practice of that church to give the Bible to the people, 

whether Christian or pagan. They have not thought it wise or right. Probably no Christian 

enterprises in all the centuries have shown more self-sacrifice, heroism, foreseen suffering, and 

intense religious devotion that the laborers of that church, from 1520, to give its type of 

Christianity to the natives of North America. But it was oral, ceremonial, and pictorial. In the 

best of their judgment, and in the depths of their convictions, they did not think it best to 

reduce native tongues to written languages, and the Scriptures to the vernacular of any tribe. 

Survey three centuries, from the first Indian missions in Florida to the Gulf of St. Lawrence, 
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around the Hudson Bay basin, and to the Pacific, and on either side of the wild mountain 

ranges, from the Arctic to Panama, it is doubtful whether the Romanists ever put into an Indian 

tongue, and through a tribe, an amount of Scripture equal to the shortest gospel. 

 We, of another branch of the church, honor the devotion, daring, and sacrifice, the 

expenditure of treasure and human life which they have lavished in their continental fields. We 

as deeply mourn the mistake that did not imbed Christianity in the language, and a young 

literature, for the poor Indians. 

 In that old Indian and papal city the poor Flat-Heads could not find “the Book.” They 

were fed to feasting, they were provided with wigwam ground, they were blanketed and 

ornamented. They were armed and entertained cordially and abundantly. St. Louis must always 

have the palm for that kindness to the red men. Its traditions, earliest history, trade, growth, 

and some of its blood, run that way. But the heart that had come three thousand miles of toil 

and peril, to be filled with better ideas of God and of the long trail into the hereafter, could not 

be satisfied with all this. 

 Their mission was a failure. Sad it is that it has so commonly proved thus for the Indian 

where they have sought the highest good from the whites, while we have pressed the gospel 

successfully on pagan and even cannibal foreigners. They therefore prepared to go back to their 

dark mountain home, and bear to their tribe the burden of disappointment. Of course, there 

must be a ceremonial leave-taking, and the council lodge was the house of the American Fur 

Company. 

Disappointment and a Farewell Address 

 General Clark was then the great sachem of the whites, a true and generous friend of 

the Indians. He received the farewell address of the two surviving Flat-Heads. It requires no 

fancy of mine, but only memory, to sketch that audience room of furs and robes and the few 

hearers. As to the speech, it is apparently as hard for the American language as for the 

American people to do an Indian justice:– 

 “I came to you over a trail of many moons from the setting sun. You were the friend of 

my fathers who have all gone the long way. I came with one eye partly opened, for more light 

for my people, who sit in darkness. I go back with both eyes closed. How can I go back blind, to 

my blind people? I made my way to you with strong arms, through many enemies and strange 

lands, that I might carry back much to them. I go back with both arms broken and empty. The 

two fathers who came with us–the braves of many winters and wars–we leave asleep here by 

your great water and wigwam. They were tired in many moons, and their moccasins wore out. 

My people sent me to get the white man’s Book of Heaven. You took me where you allow your 

women to dance, as we do not ours, and the Book was not there. You took me where they 
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worship the Great Spirit with candles, and the Book was not there. You showed me the images 

of good spirits and pictures of the good land beyond, but the Book was not among them to tell 

us the way. I am going back the long, sad trail to my people of the dark land. You make my feet 

heavy with burdens of gifts, and my moccasins will grow old in carrying them, but the Book is 

not among them. When I tell my poor, blind people, after on more snow, in the big council, that 

I did not bring the Book, no word will be spoken by our old men or by our young braves. One by 

one they will rise up and go out in silence. My people will die in darkness, and they will go on 

the long path to the other hunting-grounds. No white man will go with them and no white 

man’s Book, to make the way plain. I have not more words.” 

 The grounds and rooms and furs of that scene are all fresh in my memory, and it does 

not require much of a fancy to see the group and hear the speeches and witness the sad and 

silent departure of the two remaining Flat-Head Indians. A steamer of the American Fur 

Company was just starting for the upper Missouri. This was the first “fire-canoe” that ever 

made the long trip twenty-two hundred miles, past the Mandan and other tribes and villages, 

to the Company’s post at the mouth of the Yellowstone. The two Indians took that steamer, 

and with them there went, also George Catlin–the Indian historian, biographer, and painter, 

who in due time returned and went up to Pittsburg. 

The Indians’ Pure Motives 

 As we follow this incident history becomes romance. That speech, more impressive and 

sad than Logan’s, because it takes hold of the world to come in its mournful refrain–“the Book 

was not there”–had a sympathetic hearer. A young clerk in the office witnessed the interview 

and noted its painful end. With some Christian sympathy for those benighted children of the 

mountains, he detailed an account of the affair to his friends at Pittsburg. When Catlin returned 

there they showed the letter to him, and proposed to publish it to the world in order to secure 

some missionary action in behalf of the Flat-Head tribe. Catlin replied that there must be a 

mistake as to the object of that Indian visit to St. Louis, and its failure, for the two Flat-Heads 

went up to the Yellowstone with him, and they said nothing of all this on the boat, so far as he 

heard. Let the publication of the letter be delayed till he could write to General Clark, and know 

the facts in the case. The reply from the General came at length: “It is true; that was the only 

object of their visit and it failed.” Then Catlin said: “Give the letter to the world.” 

 In his “Indian Letters, Number Forty-Eight,” Catlin thus speaks of this matter: “When I 

first heard the report of this extraordinary mission across the mountains, I could scarcely 

believe it; but on consulting with General Clark I was fully convinced of the fact . . . They had 

been told that our religion was better than theirs, and that they would all be lost if they did not 

embrace it.” And afterward, in 1836, when the Rev. H. H. Spalding and wife were on their way 

to Oregon as missionaries, they met Mr. Catlin in Pittsburg, who detailed to them these 
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incidents and many others. Especially he assured them that white women could not be carried 

over the mountains: “The hostile Indians, that hover about the convoy, would fight against any 

odds, to capture them.” 

 It may here be added that Catlin enriched his Indian Gallery with the portraits of these 

two Indians. They are numbers two hundred and seven and two hundred and eight, in his 

collection. In form, features, and expression they are more attractive than most Indian 

portraits. They were of the Nez Percés branch of the Flat-Head tribe, but do not show the 

flattened head, because this band had abstained from that barbarous usage. They stand forth, 

in the pictures, in the rich robes and trappings which the friendly Sioux had bestowed, and they 

show, too, as originators in a custom of modern civilization, since their hair is so far “banged” as 

to cover one third of the forehead. 

The Gospel Moves Westward 

 But though only one lived to return and he carried back a disappointment, the mission 

of the Four Flat-Head Indians to St. Louis was not a failure. That people, it is true, sat in the gray 

dawn of a possible day. But night shut in again for a time. *The little captive Jewess overheard 

the sad story of her leprous master Naaman, and the outcome was his healing. What that clerk 

overheard between blanketed Indians and General Clark was a divine pivot. The poor Indians 

did not see it, nor the fur-trading white man, yet on it much Indian destiny and all of Oregon’s 

turned. The result was one of the most romantic chapters in American History. 

 

*Reference to 2 Kings 5. 

Vocabulary 

SYMPATHET'ICAL, adjective See Sympathy.] 2. Having common feeling with another; 

susceptible of being affected by feelings like those of another, or of feelings inconsequence of 

what another feels; as a sympathetic heart. 

BENI'GHTED, participle passive Involved in darkness, physical or moral; overtaken by the night. 

 

 

 

 

http://webstersdictionary1828.com/Dictionary/Sympathetic
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Oregon: The Struggle for Possession 

William Barrows 

(1892) 

CHAPTER XIII 

FOUR FLAT-HEAD INDIANS IN ST. LOUIS 

 Four Flat-Head Indians had come in 1832 from Oregon, three thousand miles, on a 

special mission of their own devising. Indians were common visitors, almost common loungers 

in St. Louis at that time. They glided about quite frequently and freely in moccasin and blanket 

among the six thousand Americans, French creoles, fur men, half-breeds, boatmen, and 

boarder adventurers of that frontier town. It was common to see wigwams not far from the 

city, and almost the entire region above, on the west bank of the river, was Indian ground, 

though the river belt was shared in common by the most venturesome and irrepressible white 

pioneers. Even as late as 1840, I frequently met on the streets the stately, silent, louting red 

man, trailing his blanket and burdening his squaw, or saw him crouching over his scanty fire of 

kindlings and drift-wood, in the then still noted grounds of the American Fur Company. For 

weeks together Indians would hve their squalid camps about Illinois Town, and in the bottoms 

toward the Big Mound and down to the romantic Cohokia Falls.  

 The four poor Flat-Heads, therefore, attracted no special attention. Only the expert in 

Indian signs and wood-craft would have marked their tribe and distant home, specially as 

coming over the plains the Sioux had tricked them out in gaudy and generous trappings of that 

tribe. 

Gospel Seeds Planted 

 Far up Clark’s River, and central in what is now Washington Territory, beyond mountain 

fastnesses, they had heard from an American trapper of the white man’s God, and of a spirit 

home, better than the hunting-grounds of the blessed, and of a Book that told truly of the 

Great Spirit, and of that home and the trail to it. The report is that the Iroquois had given to 

them some of the Christian teachings which had become theirs in Colonial New York; and very 

likely some of the mountain trappers who left the white frontier and rude clearing, and may be 

the Book and family altar long years before, had done the same thing. The Indians, always 

religiously inclined, listened, and then inquired, and then talked it over. 

Their Macedonian Call 

 It does not require much fancy to follow them in their rude processes of investigation. In 

those ancient groves which no axe had mutilated, God’s first temples, or where solemn and 
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sublime mountains shut them in like grand old cathedrals, we see them sitting about the dusky 

camp-fires. They think much and say but little of the white man’s God and Book–stealthy 

worshippers–feeling after the true God, if haply they may find him. 

 Then they turn to the chase again, and feed on the red deer and big-horn; and renew 

their scanty wardrobe from the wolf, and the grizzly and the silver-tipped bear, and pile away 

the beaver for the Hudson Bay man, and a new fling-lock, or three point blanket. The Rocky 

Mountain winter threatens them, and they follow the buffalo, whose instinct has led him north, 

for a warm retreat on those plains and among the vast valleys that the Pacific trade-winds keep 

perpetually warm and green. With the return of spring we see them coming back to the old 

camping-grounds of the summer, laden with furry spoils, and with a burden of thinking, too, 

about the white man’s God and Book. They stretch their skinny hands over the light blaze and 

talk mysteriously, two or three of them, here and there. Now they take up the theme more 

freely in the tepee, and at length it comes into the high council of opinions and plans and 

action. They must know about this thing.  Their dim hereafter needs lighting up. Perhaps it is 

the God and the Book of the pale-faces that make them great in their big canoes on the great 

waters of the setting sun. They must know more. It was gravely and anxiously settled that some 

of their number should go on the long trail to the rising sun to find the book and bring back the 

light. 

 Two old braves were selected, one of them a sachem, for their wisdom and prudence, 

and well proved love for the tribe. Two young braves were added, for strength, and endurance, 

and daring, in any perils along the unknown path of many moons. In the silence of true 

heroism, that asks no trumpet at the opening, but only the crown of success at the close, the 

four passed off into the forest, and over the rivers, and out on the prairies. This was an 

improvement on the Macedonian call. They went themselves to get what they wanted. 

The Indians’ Travels 

 What route did they take? Down Clark to Lewis River, and then up to Fort Hall, and so 

on to the Missouri? Or, avoiding the terrible Black-Feet of the Upper Plains, did they go down 

the Great Basin of Salt Lake, and strike the Santa Fé trail by the Gunnison region, and so to 

Bent’s fort on the Arkansas? No record of the route of the four Flat-Heads has found a place in 

literature. 

 We think of the hostile tribes through whose territory they went those thousand miles, 

traveling by night and resting by day; we note the many interviews they had with doubtful 

bands, and the counsel and courses they took from those whom they could trust. What little 

fires they kindled in secluded glens, sleeping afterward, while one kept watch as silently as the 

stars watched the four! Now they feasted on venison, or mountain sheep, or antelope; and 
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now, too prudent to hunt, it was beaver or muskrat, no unsavory dish at a camp-fire, when one 

has for sauce a backwoods appetite. 

 If they were captives, and afterward escaped prisoners, no record tells of it. Perhaps, 

with a mystic confidence in the white man’s God whom they were seeking, they avoided perils 

by daring them. They covered their track to foes, told their purpose to friends, made a light 

burden of their hardships, and kept their fears behind them, like true pilgrims of the Bunyan 

kind. 

 By whatever route of travel they journeyed, many moons came and went, we know not 

how many, till they arrived at St. Louis, the great tepee of white men. They wondered over the 

big lodges of wood, and brick, and stone; they marveled silently at the great fire-canoes, that 

went up and down the river without paddles; and the abundance of fine things on the streets 

and in the stores confused them. With very few words, and a step that no one heard, they 

glided up and down and in and out among streets and stores, and studied the whole. But in this 

world of new sights, and in a tumult of thoughts, their sacred errand was uppermost, and they 

must deliver it to one man. 

God Prepared William Clark 

 Twenty-seven years before General William Clark had been over the mountains, and left 

his name on their river, and their old men had seen him or known of him. Born in Virginia, and 

emigrating at a tender age to Kentucky, he had much to do with the Indians on “the dark and 

bloody ground,” and just at the close of the century, while St. Louis was in Spanish dominions, 

he took up his abode in that city. He was associated with Captain Meriwether Lewis in the 

overland expedition to Oregon, and then became known, by reputation, to the Flat-Heads; the 

success of that daring survey was due much to his consummate knowledge of Indian character. 

After his return he was made brigadier-general of the Upper Louisiana, and was active and 

efficient in the Indian wars that harassed the western boarders through the early years of the 

present century. He was territorial governor of Missouri till it became a state in 1821, from 

which time to his death, in 1838, he was Indian Superintendent with headquarters at St. Louis. 

A Declaration of War 

 An incident will introduce the man and his times to us, and show what the early settlers 

in Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois had to encounter in laying the foundations of those three noble 

states. General Clark found himself, on one occasion, with few men and scanty supplies, in a 

post surrounded by warlike and haughty savages. They apparently knew his reduced condition 

and were disposed to cut him and his men off by a treacherous massacre. A council was called 

with the Indians in the fort, and contrary to all usage and good intention, they came in fully 

armed, not only the leading ones, but the young and fiery braves. The General was in no 
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condition to resent it. At the long council-table the insolent chief occupied the end opposite to 

Clark, and the whole air and manner of the savages made him and his few white men feel that 

they were doomed. The chief was silent and sullen, and at length drew from under his blanket a 

rattlesnake’s skin stuffed with powder and ball, and threw it toward the General. It was a 

declaration of war, and every white man felt that he might any moment hear the war-whoop 

and see the brandished tomahawks. The Indians appeared to be only waiting for a signal from 

their chief to commence a butchery. General Clark had in his hand a kind of riding-stick with 

which he turned the snake’s skin over and over, drawing it nearer to him. All was still as death, 

while they knew that their lives hung on daring. By and by he succeeded in coiling it around his 

whip-stick, when with a sudden motion he flirted it back to the haughty chief, and said with 

dignity and boldness: “If the Indians want war, they can have war.” 

 The confidence and prompt acceptance of the challenge led the Indians to think that 

recruits were at hand to relieve their beleaguered victims, and they quietly withdrew from the 

council and from the fort. This incident was related to me three years after the General’s death 

by the gentleman to whom he told it, and I think has never before been in print. 

 This was the man to whom the four Flat-Heads must open their business, as the great 

chief of the Missouris. Very likely the General thought they had come to talk of war, or a treaty, 

or of lands, or of beaver. Their religious purpose did not much interest him, for they were only 

Indians, and beyond their furs and lands and wars they had never had much to win the 

attention of white men. 

Searching for the Book of Heaven 

 How long they were in St. Louis does not appear, only that they were there long enough 

for the two old men to die, and for one of the younger to contract disease of which he died, on 

his return, at the mouth of the Yellowstone. They made known distinctly the fact that they had 

come their long journey to get the white man’s Book, which would tell them of the white man’s 

God and heaven. 

 In what was then a Roman Catholic city is was not easy to do this, and officers only were 

met. It has not been the policy or practice of that church to give the Bible to the people, 

whether Christian or pagan. They have not thought it wise or right. Probably no Christian 

enterprises in all the centuries have shown more self-sacrifice, heroism, foreseen suffering, and 

intense religious devotion that the laborers of that church, from 1520, to give its type of 

Christianity to the natives of North America. But it was oral, ceremonial, and pictorial. In the 

best of their judgment, and in the depths of their convictions, they did not think it best to 

reduce native tongues to written languages, and the Scriptures to the vernacular of any tribe. 

Survey three centuries, from the first Indian missions in Florida to the Gulf of St. Lawrence, 
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around the Hudson Bay basin, and to the Pacific, and on either side of the wild mountain 

ranges, from the Arctic to Panama, it is doubtful whether the Romanists ever put into an Indian 

tongue, and through a tribe, an amount of Scripture equal to the shortest gospel. 

 We, of another branch of the church, honor the devotion, daring, and sacrifice, the 

expenditure of treasure and human life which they have lavished in their continental fields. We 

as deeply mourn the mistake that did not imbed Christianity in the language, and a young 

literature, for the poor Indians. 

 In that old Indian and papal city the poor Flat-Heads could not find “the Book.” They 

were fed to feasting, they were provided with wigwam ground, they were blanketed and 

ornamented. They were armed and entertained cordially and abundantly. St. Louis must always 

have the palm for that kindness to the red men. Its traditions, earliest history, trade, growth, 

and some of its blood, run that way. But the heart that had come three thousand miles of toil 

and peril, to be filled with better ideas of God and of the long trail into the hereafter, could not 

be satisfied with all this. 

 Their mission was a failure. Sad it is that it has so commonly proved thus for the Indian 

where they have sought the highest good from the whites, while we have pressed the gospel 

successfully on pagan and even cannibal foreigners. They therefore prepared to go back to their 

dark mountain home, and bear to their tribe the burden of disappointment. Of course, there 

must be a ceremonial leave-taking, and the council lodge was the house of the American Fur 

Company. 

Disappointment and a Farewell Address 

 General Clark was then the great sachem of the whites, a true and generous friend of 

the Indians. He received the farewell address of the two surviving Flat-Heads. It requires no 

fancy of mine, but only memory, to sketch that audience room of furs and robes and the few 

hearers. As to the speech, it is apparently as hard for the American language as for the 

American people to do an Indian justice:– 

 “I came to you over a trail of many moons from the setting sun. You were the friend of 

my fathers who have all gone the long way. I came with one eye partly opened, for more light 

for my people, who sit in darkness. I go back with both eyes closed. How can I go back blind, to 

my blind people? I made my way to you with strong arms, through many enemies and strange 

lands, that I might carry back much to them. I go back with both arms broken and empty. The 

two fathers who came with us–the braves of many winters and wars–we leave asleep here by 

your great water and wigwam. They were tired in many moons, and their moccasins wore out. 

My people sent me to get the white man’s Book of Heaven. You took me where you allow your 

women to dance, as we do not ours, and the Book was not there. You took me where they 
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worship the Great Spirit with candles, and the Book was not there. You showed me the images 

of good spirits and pictures of the good land beyond, but the Book was not among them to tell 

us the way. I am going back the long, sad trail to my people of the dark land. You make my feet 

heavy with burdens of gifts, and my moccasins will grow old in carrying them, but the Book is 

not among them. When I tell my poor, blind people, after on more snow, in the big council, that 

I did not bring the Book, no word will be spoken by our old men or by our young braves. One by 

one they will rise up and go out in silence. My people will die in darkness, and they will go on 

the long path to the other hunting-grounds. No white man will go with them and no white 

man’s Book, to make the way plain. I have not more words.” 

 The grounds and rooms and furs of that scene are all fresh in my memory, and it does 

not require much of a fancy to see the group and hear the speeches and witness the sad and 

silent departure of the two remaining Flat-Head Indians. A steamer of the American Fur 

Company was just starting for the upper Missouri. This was the first “fire-canoe” that ever 

made the long trip twenty-two hundred miles, past the Mandan and other tribes and villages, 

to the Company’s post at the mouth of the Yellowstone. The two Indians took that steamer, 

and with them there went, also George Catlin–the Indian historian, biographer, and painter, 

who in due time returned and went up to Pittsburg. 

The Indians’ Pure Motives 

 As we follow this incident history becomes romance. That speech, more impressive and 

sad than Logan’s, because it takes hold of the world to come in its mournful refrain–“the Book 

was not there”–had a sympathetic hearer. A young clerk in the office witnessed the interview 

and noted its painful end. With some Christian sympathy for those benighted children of the 

mountains, he detailed an account of the affair to his friends at Pittsburg. When Catlin returned 

there they showed the letter to him, and proposed to publish it to the world in order to secure 

some missionary action in behalf of the Flat-Head tribe. Catlin replied that there must be a 

mistake as to the object of that Indian visit to St. Louis, and its failure, for the two Flat-Heads 

went up to the Yellowstone with him, and they said nothing of all this on the boat, so far as he 

heard. Let the publication of the letter be delayed till he could write to General Clark, and know 

the facts in the case. The reply from the General came at length: “It is true; that was the only 

object of their visit and it failed.” Then Catlin said: “Give the letter to the world.” 

 In his “Indian Letters, Number Forty-Eight,” Catlin thus speaks of this matter: “When I 

first heard the report of this extraordinary mission across the mountains, I could scarcely 

believe it; but on consulting with General Clark I was fully convinced of the fact . . . They had 

been told that our religion was better than theirs, and that they would all be lost if they did not 

embrace it.” And afterward, in 1836, when the Rev. H. H. Spalding and wife were on their way 

to Oregon as missionaries, they met Mr. Catlin in Pittsburg, who detailed to them these 



Bridge Ministry Publishers ©2021 

 

incidents and many others. Especially he assured them that white women could not be carried 

over the mountains: “The hostile Indians, that hover about the convoy, would fight against any 

odds, to capture them.” 

 It may here be added that Catlin enriched his Indian Gallery with the portraits of these 

two Indians. They are numbers two hundred and seven and two hundred and eight, in his 

collection. In form, features, and expression they are more attractive than most Indian 

portraits. They were of the Nez Percés branch of the Flat-Head tribe, but do not show the 

flattened head, because this band had abstained from that barbarous usage. They stand forth, 

in the pictures, in the rich robes and trappings which the friendly Sioux had bestowed, and they 

show, too, as originators in a custom of modern civilization, since their hair is so far “banged” as 

to cover one third of the forehead. 

The Gospel Moves Westward 

 But though only one lived to return and he carried back a disappointment, the mission 

of the Four Flat-Head Indians to St. Louis was not a failure. That people, it is true, sat in the gray 

dawn of a possible day. But night shut in again for a time. *The little captive Jewess overheard 

the sad story of her leprous master Naaman, and the outcome was his healing. What that clerk 

overheard between blanketed Indians and General Clark was a divine pivot. The poor Indians 

did not see it, nor the fur-trading white man, yet on it much Indian destiny and all of Oregon’s 

turned. The result was one of the most romantic chapters in American History. 

 

*Reference to 2 Kings 5. 
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Friday:  

Give the Letter to the World Day! 

 

 

Dear Students, 

Remember to complete your Give the Letter to the World assignment for Friday. 

Be sure to practice reading it clearly and at a regular, even pace. Ask your parents 

or siblings to allow you to practice in front of them. 

On Friday, each student will practice reading their letter aloud in class.  

If you would like to dress up in Frontier fashion, you may do so. Also, remind your 

parents to sign-up for the snack that you’ll bring to class. After the class readings, 

students will be able to share a snack and do some crafts. 
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Today, we’re learning about Geology in Natural Law (creation) and Revealed Law 
(Biblical/spiritual truth). The Bible is the foundation for Geology. And Geology is the foundation 
of all natural sciences. Let’s define the vocabulary of our subject.  

Webster’s 1828 American Dictionary of the English Language 

GEOL'OGY, noun [Gr. the earth, and discourse.] 

“The doctrine or science of the structure of the earth. . .” 

Key Word Study 

DOCTRINE, noun [Latin , to teach.] 

1. In a general sense, whatever is taught. Hence, a principle or position in any science; 
whatever is laid down as true by an instructor or master. The doctrines of the gospel are the 
principles or truths taught by Christ and his apostles. 

STRUCTURE, noun [Latin , to set or lay.] 

2. Manner of building; form; make; construction; as the want of insight into the structure and 
constitution of the terraqueous globe. 

4. A building of any kind, but chiefly a building of some size or of magnificence. 

The Corps of Discovery 

Along Lewis’ and Clark’s journey, they collected geology samples from the trails they 

traveled. Geology may not seem important. However, God saw it fit to create rocks. They serve 

many purposes. There are many references where Jesus is being likened to a rock. Plus, the 

body of Christ is referred to as stones. 

What are some things for which rocks are used? Make a list below: 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Name: ______________________________ Date: ____________________________________ 

Answers will vary. These are some examples of the type of answers to look for. 

Buildings, foundations, retaining walls . . . 
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Keep your list handy. It will help you reason from Natural Law (creation) about some 

Revealed Law (spiritual truths) that the following Bible verses teach us. 

Reason and Relate 

Read Isaiah 53:2 and answer the following question. 

What did you learn about Jesus’ external qualities (outward appearance) from Isaiah 53:2? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

What spiritual truths do you learn about Christ from these definitions and passages where He is 

likened to a rock? Read the following Bible verses and answer below. 

Psalm 62:7-12  Psalm 89:26, 27 Psalm 118:22   Matthew 7:24-27 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Read 1 Peter 2:5? What Spiritual truth(s) do you learn about the body of Christ from this verse? 

How can the definitions we discussed help you with understanding? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

His external appearance was not “comely” nor a “stately form of majesty.” There wasn’t  

any outward beauty to draw people to Him by outward attractions. 

 Jesus Christ is our salvation and refuge/stronghold. 

 He is the rock of our (spiritual) salvation. 

 He is the Chief Cornerstone. 

 Jesus is the firm foundation on which to build our spiritual house–a firm rock on which to be 

saved from tempest waves of life. 

Christians are “living stones, being built up as a spiritual house for a holy priesthood, to offer 

up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.” He is our strength. He is solid 

like a rock. 
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Homework 

Remember at the beginning of class when you were asked what you observed about the 

geode? Use the T-Chart below to:   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. What spiritual truths did the outside of the Geode and the Bible verse in Isaiah 53:2 teach you? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What spiritual truths did the inside of the geode and the Bible verse in Isaiah 53:2 teach you? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Draw and color the outside of a geode. Draw and color the inside of a geode. 

Name: ______________________________ Date: ____________________________________ 

A geode appears to be a very plain rock. There isn’t anything of its outside appearance 

to make one want to pick it up, to examine it, to treasure it. In fact, it’d be rather simple to 

pass it by with no thought of it at all. 

The inside of the geode is stunning. The crystals are formed from intense heat and reflect  

light. This causes me to think of how trials create “heat” that transforms the inner man into 

a Christ-like character of beauty. 
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Class Reading:  

 Fossils and minerals?! Geology was important to Lewis and Clark as they traveled with 

the Corps of Discovery. This is how we know: On June 20, 1803, Thomas Jefferson wrote to 

Meriwether Lewis:  

Other objects worthy of notice will be the soil & face of the country, its growth & 

vegetable productions, especially those not of the U.S. the animals of the 

country generally, & especially those not known in the U.S.  the remains & 

accounts of any which may be deemed rare or extinct;  the mineral productions 

of every kind; but more particularly metals, limestone, pit coal & saltpeter; 

salines & mineral waters, noting the temperature of the last & such 

circumstances as may indicate their character; volcanic appearances;  climate 

as characterized by the  thermometer, by the  proportion of rainy, cloudy  & 

clear days, by lightening, hail, snow, ice, by the access & recess of frost, by the 

winds,  prevailing at different seasons, the dates at which particular  plants put 

forth or lose their flowers, or leaf, times of  appearance of particular birds, 

reptiles or insects. 

Is it curious to you that President Jefferson would say: “Other objects worthy of notice 

will be… the remains & accounts of any which may be deemed rare or extinct.”? Does it interest 

you that this means fossils? Would you like to know a little something about President 

Jefferson? He was very curious about mammoths.  

Every race of animals seems to have received from their Maker certain laws of extension 

at the time of their formation. ... It may be asked, why I insert the Mammoth, as if it still 

existed? I ask in return, why I should omit it, as if it did not exist? Such is the economy of 

nature, that no instance can be produced of her having permitted any one race of her 

animals to become extinct; of her having formed any link in her great work so weak as 

to be broken. To add to this, the traditionary testimony of the Indians, that this animal 

still exists in the northern and western parts of America, would be adding the light of a 

taper to that of the meridian sun. Those parts still remain in their aboriginal state, 

unexplored and undisturbed by us, or by others for us. He may as well exist there now, 

as he did formerly where we find his bones. ... It would be erring therefore against that 

rule of philosophy, which teaches us to ascribe like effects to like causes, should we 

Name: ______________________________ Date: ____________________________________ 



©Principled Academy LLC 2021 

 

 

 

impute this diminution of siace [of animals] in America to any imbecility or want of 

uniformity in the operations of nature. ... Animals transplanted into unfriendly climates, 

either change their nature and acquire new fences against the new difficulties in which 

they a replaced, or they multiply poorly and become extinct. 

-Notes on Virginia 1787 , Thomas Jefferson 

In another entry in his biography, President Jefferson wrote:  

1796 November 10. (Jefferson to John Stuart). "I cannot however help believing that this 

animal [megalonyx] as well as the Mammoth are still existing. The annihilation of any 

species of existence is so unexampled in any parts of the economy of nature which we 

see, that we have a right to conclude, as to the parts we do not see, that the 

probabilities against such annihilation are stronger than those for it." 

-Jefferson Letter to John Stuart, 10 November 1796  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

These primary sources confirm that geology was an important part of the mission that 

the Corps of Discovery was set out to fulfill.  

 With all of this in mind, let’s visually organize the information to help us remember it. 

And, let us consider God’s Providence in supplying these things in North America. 

 
Sketch of Peale’s Reconstructed Mastodon Skeleton by Alfred Jacob Miller 

(1836). Skeleton of the mastodon forming part of the Baltimore Museum in 

1836. Courtesy of the Maryland Historical Society. Image available on the 

Internet and included here in accordance with Title 17 U.S.C. Section 107. 

 

The Artist in His Museum (self-portrait 1822) is 

displayed at the Pennsylvania Academy of Fine 

Arts in Philadelphia. File:C W Peale - The Artist in 

His Museum.jpg . 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:C_W_Pe

ale_-_The_Artist_in_His_Museum.jpg 

 

http://www.mdhs.org/underbelly/2016/04/28/mastodon-in-the-museum/
https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/17/107
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In Class: Use the Mind Map below to organize what President Thomas Jefferson wanted the 

Corps of Discovery to take notice of on their journeys.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Name: ______________________________ Date: ____________________________________ 

Face of the 

country 

 

soil 

Vegetable 

=  Plants 

= botany 
Animals 

= zoology 

 

fossils 
 

minerals 

 

metals 

 

limestone  

pit coal 

 

salt peter 

 

salines 

mineral 

water 

volcanic 

appearance 
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Class Reading:  

 What do you notice that President Jefferson puts the most emphasis on? Interestingly, 

geology isn’t what the Corps of Discovery is most known for. Rather, they are most known for 

their collections of zoology and botanical samples. However, as you’ve been reading–and see 

with your graphic organizer–the matters of geology were of great importance.  Lewis and Clark 

understood that the observations of the “mineral productions of every kind” were an essential 

part of the scientific aspect of their mission given by President Jefferson.  

There are numerous places in their journals where Lewis and Clark documented 

collecting mineral specimens. However, Lewis and Clark were not scientists and they did not 

specialize in mineralogy or geology. Plus, this was a fairly inexact science in the early 1800s. 

Therefore, they diligently collected samples along the trails which they travelled. And, they sent 

shipments of them back east and left it to the experts to identify them. Proper descriptions and 

chemical analyses would be very important. 

 Additionally, they found fossil samples. In the fall of 1803, Lewis sent fossil specimens 

as well as mammoth bones and teeth recovered from Big Bone Lick on the Ohio. But those 

were lost in transit1. However, President Jefferson funded Clark to return to Big Bone Lick in 

1807 and this fossil gathering was a success.   

 We know that samples did make it back east because President Jefferson would 

forward some samples to Charles Willson Peale for display in the Peale [Natural] Museum. Also, 

Seybert’s circa 1812 list of Expedition Specimens confirms that some specimens after April 1805 

made it to Philadelphia. 

 To help you learn the importance of each geological category that President Jefferson 

specified, you have a research assignment.  

Steps: 

1. Your first task is to discover the important role of each category and to fill out a chart with it. 

2. Your second task is to choose one of the geology categories and write a research paper on it. 
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Name: ______________________________ Date: ____________________________________ 

 

 

Fossils 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

Minerals 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

 

 

Metals 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

 

 

Limestone 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Geology Providential Purposes 

Evidence of a world-wide flood as the Bible teaches us; to awe at God’s mighty  

Creations and creativity. 

These are important for the body to stay healthy: bones, muscles, heart, and  

brain. They also make enzymes and hormones. 

 Some metals are important for health (iron, calcium, copper, magnesium) 

 Some metals are dangers to health (lead and mercury). 

 They are used in inventions. 

This is used as a building material, in concrete, aggregate for base of roads, as 

white pigment or as a filler in products. 
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Pit Coal 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

 

 

Saltpeter 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

 

 

Salines 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
 

 

 

Mineral Water 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
 

 

 

Volcanic 

Appearances 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Geology Providential Purposes 

This is used to manufacture goods, power, and steamships, at some point to  

heat homes (1880s). 

This is used as a common food preservative and additive, fertilizer, and  

oxidizer for fireworks and rockets. It’s a principle ingredient in gun powder and  

It’s found in caves. 

This may be used in medicine, used to clean wounds, to clean sinuses, and to 

treat dehydration. 

Water containing minerals such as calcium, magnesium, sodium, potassium,  

bicarbonate, iron, and zinc. 

They give fertile soil, a good environment for the formation of new habitats, 

hot springs, and geothermal energy. 
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Use this notebook page for the rough draft of your research paper. Include in your research 

paper: 

Your subject      What you learned about your subject 

Its Providential Purpose    Who God used to discover it  

What it meant for America to have it   Ways it is was used in our past 

How these helped America be independent  What does stewardship of it look like 

Ways that it is used in our nation today  What minerals teach us about the Rock 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Name: ______________________________ Date: ____________________________________ 

  

The Importance of Minerals 

Minerals are an important element for life. Humans need minerals. Animals need 

minerals. And, plants need minerals. 

The parts of the body that benefit from minerals are the bones, muscles, heart, and the  

brain. Minerals are also important for enzyme production and hormone health. 

God used Meriwether Lewis and William Clark and their team to collect mineral 

samples on their journey. This was done under the orders of President Thomas Jefferson. 

Europe had scientists and there were some in America from European decent. They 

were able to study the benefits and uses of minerals. Indians and Americans have benefited 

from these studies. 

Minerals were used for medicines, general health, and homesteading. They are used 

in these ways today. 
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______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

America was able to provide these vital nutrients to her own people (meaning all  

people living in America). This helped America  to be independent of needing to order 

shipments of minerals from England. This provision and the knowledge of mineral qualities, 

Usage, and supply is by God’s Providence. 

Stewardship of it looks like people producing healthy foods for their families by  

gardening or farming. It also looks like growing food for others that are mineral-rich. And, it 

looks like people using minerals in their diet through whole food supplements and through 

whole food vitamins. 
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Class Discussion: 

We learned in our previous lessons that Geology is important to God and that it was 

important to President Thomas Jefferson. Today, we’re going to learn about how Geology was 

also important to the Indians and to Lewis and Clark. We’ll be learning about how the Rock of our 

salvation was important to some people who shared the heart cry of the Psalmist: “From the end 

of the earth will I cry unto thee, when my heart is overwhelmed: lead me to the rock that is 

higher than I.” (Psalm 61:2, KJV) And, we’ll be seeing the Christian Principle of Brotherly Love in 

action. 

To learn a little about how Geology was important to Lewis and Clark, let’s read and 

discuss a few of their journal entries to learn how they used it and for what purposes. 

The Journals of Lewis and Clark, Volume II 

[Clark, May the 14th-1804] 

“Monday Set out from Camp River a Dubois at 4 oClock P.M. and proceded up the Missouris 
under Sail to the first Island in the Missouri and Camped on the upper point opposit a Creek on 
the South Side below a ledge of limestone rock Called Colewater . . .” 

 

In what way was the limestone rock used?___________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

[Clark, May the 23rd, 1804]  

“Wednesday May 23rd  . . . Stoped one hour where their was maney people assembled to See 
us, halted at an endented part of a Rock which juted over the water, Called by the french the 
tavern which is a Cave 40 yds. long with the river 4 feet Deep & about 20 feet high, this is a place 
the Indians & french Pay omage to, many names are wrote up on the rock Mine among 
others…“ 

 

In what way did the Indians and French use the Tavern Cave? ________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

Name: ______________________________ Date: ____________________________________ 

a location to pay homage (respects). 

The limestone rock was used as a landmark. 

They used Tavern Cave as 
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Class Discussion (continued): 

[Clark, June 5th, 1804] 

“June 5th Tuesday 1804 after Jurking the meet Killed yesterday and Crossing the hunting party 
we Set out at 6 O’Clock, . . . in which was two french men . . . those men inform that the Kansas 
Nation are now out in the plains hunting Buffalow, they hunted last winter on this river Passed a 
projecting rock on which was painted a figue and a Creek . . . “ 

 

For what purpose was the painted rock used? _____________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

As you have read, geology mattered to the United States Government. But, the given 

examples from Lewis and Clark’s journal teach us geology also mattered to the Indians. Even 

more important, learning about the Rock (Jesus Christ) mattered to some of them. 

 In the next lesson, we are introduced to the historian William Barrows and the historian 

Catlin.  

In the book, Oregon: The Struggle for Possession by William Barrows (1892), he writes 

about the Flat-Head Indians and their search for the Book of Heaven. 

 Remember that rock at the Tavern Cave where Clark wrote his name to pay his respects? 

This links Clark to his travels to Oregon and the friendship and good relationships he had with the 

Indians.  

 Catlin is a historian who also documented about the following account in his Indian 

Letters. He also is known for painting portraits of American Indians. 

There is much to the story we are about to read. But, for the sake of time, we’ll only be 

reading a portion of Chapter 13 out of William Barrow’s book.  

That said, before you read, observe the paintings of the Indians: their way of life, the way 

the dress, family life, and compare the Nez Perce to the way the Iroquois dressed. Then, imagine 

the Nez Perce on their long journey that you will read about. 

 

 

 

This rock was used as a sign. (If your student 

says “landmark,” challenge your student to ask if that is the same as a sign.  Differences? 
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Oregon: The Struggle for Possession 

William Barrows 

(1892) 

CHAPTER XIII 

FOUR FLAT-HEAD INDIANS IN ST. LOUIS 

 

Brief Introduction 

Four Flat-Head Indians had come in 1832 from Oregon, three thousand miles, on a special 
mission of their own devising. . .  

 

Gospel Seeds Planted 

 Far up Clark’s River, and central in what is now Washington Territory, beyond mountain 

fastnesses, they had heard from an American trapper of the white man’s God, and of a spirit 

home, better than the hunting-grounds of the blessed, and of a Book that told truly of the 

Great Spirit, and of that home and the trail to it. The report is that the Iroquois had given to 

them some of the Christian teachings which had become theirs in Colonial New York; and very 

likely some of the mountain trappers who left the white frontier and rude clearing, and may be 

the Book and family altar long years before, had done the same thing. The Indians, always 

religiously inclined, listened, and then inquired, and then talked it over. 

Searching for the Book of Heaven 

 How long they were in St. Louis does not appear, only that they were there long enough 

for the two old men to die, and for one of the younger to contract disease of which he died, on 

his return, at the mouth of the Yellowstone. They made known distinctly the fact that they had 

come their long journey to get the white man’s Book, which would tell them of the white man’s 

God and heaven. 

 In what was then a Roman Catholic city is was not easy to do this, and officers only were 

met. It has not been the policy or practice of that church to give the Bible to the people, 

whether Christian or pagan. They have not thought it wise or right. Probably no Christian 

enterprises in all the centuries have shown more self-sacrifice, heroism, foreseen suffering, and 

intense religious devotion that the laborers of that church, from 1520, to give its type of 

Christianity to the natives of North America. But it was oral, ceremonial, and pictorial. In the 

best of their judgment, and in the depths of their convictions, they did not think it best to 

reduce native tongues to written languages, and the Scriptures to the vernacular of any tribe. 

Survey three centuries, from the first Indian missions in Florida to the Gulf of St. Lawrence, 
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around the Hudson Bay basin, and to the Pacific, and on either side of the wild mountain 

ranges, from the Arctic to Panama, it is doubtful whether the Romanists ever put into an Indian 

tongue, and through a tribe, an amount of Scripture equal to the shortest gospel. 

 We, of another branch of the church, honor the devotion, daring, and sacrifice, the 

expenditure of treasure and human life which they have lavished in their continental fields. We 

as deeply mourn the mistake that did not imbed Christianity in the language, and a young 

literature, for the poor Indians. 

 In that old Indian and papal city the poor Flat-Heads could not find “the Book.” They 

were fed to feasting, they were provided with wigwam ground, they were blanketed and 

ornamented. They were armed and entertained cordially and abundantly. St. Louis must always 

have the palm for that kindness to the red men. Its traditions, earliest history, trade, growth, 

and some of its blood, run that way. But the heart that had come three thousand miles of toil 

and peril, to be filled with better ideas of God and of the long trail into the hereafter, could not 

be satisfied with all this. 

 Their mission was a failure. Sad it is that it has so commonly proved thus for the Indian 

where they have sought the highest good from the whites, while we have pressed the gospel 

successfully on pagan and even cannibal foreigners. They therefore prepared to go back to their 

dark mountain home, and bear to their tribe the burden of disappointment. Of course, there 

must be a ceremonial leave-taking, and the council lodge was the house of the American Fur 

Company. 

Disappointment and a Farewell Address 

 General Clark was then the great sachem of the whites, a true and generous friend of 

the Indians. He received the farewell address of the two surviving Flat-Heads. It requires no 

fancy of mine, but only memory, to sketch that audience room of furs and robes and the few 

hearers. As to the speech, it is apparently as hard for the American language as for the 

American people to do an Indian justice:– 

 “I came to you over a trail of many moons from the setting sun. You were the friend of 

my fathers who have all gone the long way. I came with one eye partly opened, for more light 

for my people, who sit in darkness. I go back with both eyes closed. How can I go back blind, to 

my blind people? I made my way to you with strong arms, through many enemies and strange 

lands, that I might carry back much to them. I go back with both arms broken and empty. The 

two fathers who came with us–the braves of many winters and wars–we leave asleep here by 

your great water and wigwam. They were tired in many moons, and their moccasins wore out. 

My people sent me to get the white man’s Book of Heaven. You took me where you allow your 

women to dance, as we do not ours, and the Book was not there. You took me where they 
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worship the Great Spirit with candles, and the Book was not there. You showed me the images 

of good spirits and pictures of the good land beyond, but the Book was not among them to tell 

us the way. I am going back the long, sad trail to my people of the dark land. You make my feet 

heavy with burdens of gifts, and my moccasins will grow old in carrying them, but the Book is 

not among them. When I tell my poor, blind people, after on more snow, in the big council, that 

I did not bring the Book, no word will be spoken by our old men or by our young braves. One by 

one they will rise up and go out in silence. My people will die in darkness, and they will go on 

the long path to the other hunting-grounds. No white man will go with them and no white 

man’s Book, to make the way plain. I have not more words.” 

 The grounds and rooms and furs of that scene are all fresh in my memory, and it does 

not require much of a fancy to see the group and hear the speeches and witness the sad and 

silent departure of the two remaining Flat-Head Indians. A steamer of the American Fur 

Company was just starting for the upper Missouri. This was the first “fire-canoe” that ever 

made the long trip twenty-two hundred miles, past the Mandan and other tribes and villages, 

to the Company’s post at the mouth of the Yellowstone. The two Indians took that steamer, 

and with them there went, also George Catlin–the Indian historian, biographer, and painter, 

who in due time returned and went up to Pittsburg. 

The Indians’ Pure Motives 

 As we follow this incident history becomes romance. That speech, more impressive and 

sad than Logan’s, because it takes hold of the world to come in its mournful refrain–“the Book 

was not there”–had a sympathetic hearer. A young clerk in the office witnessed the interview 

and noted its painful end. With some Christian sympathy for those benighted children of the 

mountains, he detailed an account of the affair to his friends at Pittsburg. When Catlin returned 

there they showed the letter to him, and proposed to publish it to the world in order to secure 

some missionary action in behalf of the Flat-Head tribe. Catlin replied that there must be a 

mistake as to the object of that Indian visit to St. Louis, and its failure, for the two Flat-Heads 

went up to the Yellowstone with him, and they said nothing of all this on the boat, so far as he 

heard. Let the publication of the letter be delayed till he could write to General Clark, and know 

the facts in the case. The reply from the General came at length: “It is true; that was the only 

object of their visit and it failed.” Then Catlin said: “Give the letter to the world.” 

 In his “Indian Letters, Number Forty-Eight,” Catlin thus speaks of this matter: “When I 

first heard the report of this extraordinary mission across the mountains, I could scarcely 

believe it; but on consulting with General Clark I was fully convinced of the fact . . . They had 

been told that our religion was better than theirs, and that they would all be lost if they did not 

embrace it.” And afterward, in 1836, when the Rev. H. H. Spalding and wife were on their way 

to Oregon as missionaries, they met Mr. Catlin in Pittsburg, who detailed to them these 
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incidents and many others. Especially he assured them that white women could not be carried 

over the mountains: “The hostile Indians, that hover about the convoy, would fight against any 

odds, to capture them.” 

 It may here be added that Catlin enriched his Indian Gallery with the portraits of these 

two Indians. They are numbers two hundred and seven and two hundred and eight, in his 

collection. In form, features, and expression they are more attractive than most Indian 

portraits. They were of the Nez Percés branch of the Flat-Head tribe, but do not show the 

flattened head, because this band had abstained from that barbarous usage. They stand forth, 

in the pictures, in the rich robes and trappings which the friendly Sioux had bestowed, and they 

show, too, as originators in a custom of modern civilization, since their hair is so far “banged” as 

to cover one third of the forehead. 

The Gospel Moves Westward 

 But though only one lived to return and he carried back a disappointment, the mission 

of the Four Flat-Head Indians to St. Louis was not a failure. That people, it is true, sat in the gray 

dawn of a possible day. But night shut in again for a time. *The little captive Jewess overheard 

the sad story of her leprous master Naaman, and the outcome was his healing. What that clerk 

overheard between blanketed Indians and General Clark was a divine pivot. The poor Indians 

did not see it, nor the fur-trading white man, yet on it much Indian destiny and all of Oregon’s 

turned. The result was one of the most romantic chapters in American History. 

 

*Reference to 2 Kings 5. 

Vocabulary 

SYMPATHET'ICAL, adjective See Sympathy.] 2. Having common feeling with another; 

susceptible of being affected by feelings like those of another, or of feelings inconsequence of 

what another feels; as a sympathetic heart. 

BENI'GHTED, participle passive Involved in darkness, physical or moral; overtaken by the night. 

 

 

 

 

http://webstersdictionary1828.com/Dictionary/Sympathetic
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Problem(s): 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Event(s): 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Solution(s): 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Biblical Principle(s): 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Title: _________________________________________________________________________ 

Setting: _______________________________________________________________________ 

Character(s): ___________________________________________________________________ 

Story Map 

Name: _________________________________________________Date:__________________ 

The Book of Heaven 

St. Louis (primary events take place there) 

Flathead Indians, Captain Clark, a Clerk, Catlin, and Barrows the author 

The Flathead Indians of Oregon wanted to bring back the “Book of Heaven” to their tribe. 

But, a copy was unavailable for them to take back with them. 

1. The Book of Heaven (the Bible) was wanted. 

2. They were shown many places, given many things, but no Bible. 

3. A saddened farewell address was given by a brave. 

4. Only one brave made it back home and without the Bible. 

Providentially, a clerk heard the address and decided to print the account in hopes of  

reaching missionaries who’d go to the tribe. It worked! 

America’s Christian character–brotherly love. 

“From the end of th earth will I cry unto thee . . . lead me to the rock that is higher than I.” 

Psalm 61:2 (KJV) 
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Name: __________________________________ Date:_________________________________ 

History Quarter 3, Week 3 

Key Individual:   _________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

His children: ___________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

His education: __________________________________________________________________ 

Where his family relocated to (Providential Setting): ___________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

His Career:  ____________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Lewis and Clark Expedition:  _______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Life Dates: ___________________________________________ 

Setting of birth: _______________________________________ 

Setting of death: ______________________________________ 

His parents: __________________________________________ 

His siblings: __________________________________________ 

He was number: ______________________________________ 

Home Life: ___________________________________________ 

His spouse(s):_________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________ 

 

William Clark 

7-1-1770 to 9-18-1820 

Ladysmith, Colony of Virginia 

St. Louis, Missouri, U.S. 

John Clark III and Ann Rogers Clark 

There were nine siblings. 

He was number nine of ten children. 

Christian home (Anglican) 

Julia Hancock (she died) 

Remarried to Harriet Kennerly Radford 

With Julia: Meriwether Lewis, William Preston, Mary Margaret, George Rogers 

and John Julius. 

With Harriet: Jefferson Kearny, Edmond, and Harriet. 

He was homeschooled. 

They moved to Kentucky in March 1785. 

He was a soldier, explorer, and politician (Governor of the Northwest Territory), 

(He grew up there before it became a state.) 

U.S. Agent of Indian Affairs 

Captain Clark was to explore, establish trade with Indians, and  

claim Oregon territory. He focused on drawing maps and hunting. 
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Name: __________________________________ Date:_________________________________ 

History Quarter 3, Week 3 

Key Individual:   _________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

His children: ___________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

His education: __________________________________________________________________ 

Where his family relocated to (Providential Setting): ___________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

His Career:  ____________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Lewis and Clark Expedition:  _______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Life Dates: ___________________________________________ 

Setting of birth: _______________________________________ 

Setting of death: ______________________________________ 

His parents: __________________________________________ 

His siblings: __________________________________________ 

He was number: ______________________________________ 

Home Life: ___________________________________________ 

His spouse(s):_________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________ 

 

Meriwether Lewis 

8-18-1774 to 10-11-1809 

Albemarle County, Colony of Virginia 

Hickman County, Tennessee 

William and Lucy Meriwether Lewis 

Two half-siblings 

About 12-14, was tutored by Parsons William Douglas, Matthew Maury, Rev. James Waddell 

Only child of his parents 

He never married. 

He did not father any children. 

botany, astronomy, and other disciplines he was learned in. 

He loved botany and was a naturalist (natural history and  

philosophy or physics). He was sent on the Corp of Discovery mission to study natural history,  

Ran his family’s plantation that he was born in, soldier, politician (Governor of the 

Louisiana Terriotory.  
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_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

 

 

Record Event in Our Story  

 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

 

Principle(s) | General Truths  

 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

 

 

Application | God’s Purpose in His-Story 

Name: _____________________________________________________ Date: __________________________________________________ 

Key Event: __________________________________________________ Biblical Reference:_______________________________________ 

Lewis and Clark’s expedition–the Corps 

of Discovery–ended in Oregon. 

All people have seeds of Truth in them 

that there is a Creator God. 

Clark was known among the Indians 

as a friend. When the Oregon Flathead 

Indians sought a copy of the Bible, they 

went to William Clark. They didn’t go  

home with a copy. But, Providentially 

a clerk overheard their plea, spread the 

word, and eventually missionaries  

answered the call. 
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Oregon: The Struggle for Possession 

William Barrows 

(1892) 

CHAPTER XIII 

FOUR FLAT-HEAD INDIANS IN ST. LOUIS 

 Four Flat-Head Indians had come in 1832 from Oregon, three thousand miles, on a 

special mission of their own devising. Indians were common visitors, almost common loungers 

in St. Louis at that time. They glided about quite frequently and freely in moccasin and blanket 

among the six thousand Americans, French creoles, fur men, half-breeds, boatmen, and 

boarder adventurers of that frontier town. It was common to see wigwams not far from the 

city, and almost the entire region above, on the west bank of the river, was Indian ground, 

though the river belt was shared in common by the most venturesome and irrepressible white 

pioneers. Even as late as 1840, I frequently met on the streets the stately, silent, louting red 

man, trailing his blanket and burdening his squaw, or saw him crouching over his scanty fire of 

kindlings and drift-wood, in the then still noted grounds of the American Fur Company. For 

weeks together Indians would hve their squalid camps about Illinois Town, and in the bottoms 

toward the Big Mound and down to the romantic Cohokia Falls.  

 The four poor Flat-Heads, therefore, attracted no special attention. Only the expert in 

Indian signs and wood-craft would have marked their tribe and distant home, specially as 

coming over the plains the Sioux had tricked them out in gaudy and generous trappings of that 

tribe. 

Gospel Seeds Planted 

 Far up Clark’s River, and central in what is now Washington Territory, beyond mountain 

fastnesses, they had heard from an American trapper of the white man’s God, and of a spirit 

home, better than the hunting-grounds of the blessed, and of a Book that told truly of the 

Great Spirit, and of that home and the trail to it. The report is that the Iroquois had given to 

them some of the Christian teachings which had become theirs in Colonial New York; and very 

likely some of the mountain trappers who left the white frontier and rude clearing, and may be 

the Book and family altar long years before, had done the same thing. The Indians, always 

religiously inclined, listened, and then inquired, and then talked it over. 

Their Macedonian Call 

 It does not require much fancy to follow them in their rude processes of investigation. In 

those ancient groves which no axe had mutilated, God’s first temples, or where solemn and 
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sublime mountains shut them in like grand old cathedrals, we see them sitting about the dusky 

camp-fires. They think much and say but little of the white man’s God and Book–stealthy 

worshippers–feeling after the true God, if haply they may find him. 

 Then they turn to the chase again, and feed on the red deer and big-horn; and renew 

their scanty wardrobe from the wolf, and the grizzly and the silver-tipped bear, and pile away 

the beaver for the Hudson Bay man, and a new fling-lock, or three point blanket. The Rocky 

Mountain winter threatens them, and they follow the buffalo, whose instinct has led him north, 

for a warm retreat on those plains and among the vast valleys that the Pacific trade-winds keep 

perpetually warm and green. With the return of spring we see them coming back to the old 

camping-grounds of the summer, laden with furry spoils, and with a burden of thinking, too, 

about the white man’s God and Book. They stretch their skinny hands over the light blaze and 

talk mysteriously, two or three of them, here and there. Now they take up the theme more 

freely in the tepee, and at length it comes into the high council of opinions and plans and 

action. They must know about this thing.  Their dim hereafter needs lighting up. Perhaps it is 

the God and the Book of the pale-faces that make them great in their big canoes on the great 

waters of the setting sun. They must know more. It was gravely and anxiously settled that some 

of their number should go on the long trail to the rising sun to find the book and bring back the 

light. 

 Two old braves were selected, one of them a sachem, for their wisdom and prudence, 

and well proved love for the tribe. Two young braves were added, for strength, and endurance, 

and daring, in any perils along the unknown path of many moons. In the silence of true 

heroism, that asks no trumpet at the opening, but only the crown of success at the close, the 

four passed off into the forest, and over the rivers, and out on the prairies. This was an 

improvement on the Macedonian call. They went themselves to get what they wanted. 

The Indians’ Travels 

 What route did they take? Down Clark to Lewis River, and then up to Fort Hall, and so 

on to the Missouri? Or, avoiding the terrible Black-Feet of the Upper Plains, did they go down 

the Great Basin of Salt Lake, and strike the Santa Fé trail by the Gunnison region, and so to 

Bent’s fort on the Arkansas? No record of the route of the four Flat-Heads has found a place in 

literature. 

 We think of the hostile tribes through whose territory they went those thousand miles, 

traveling by night and resting by day; we note the many interviews they had with doubtful 

bands, and the counsel and courses they took from those whom they could trust. What little 

fires they kindled in secluded glens, sleeping afterward, while one kept watch as silently as the 

stars watched the four! Now they feasted on venison, or mountain sheep, or antelope; and 
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now, too prudent to hunt, it was beaver or muskrat, no unsavory dish at a camp-fire, when one 

has for sauce a backwoods appetite. 

 If they were captives, and afterward escaped prisoners, no record tells of it. Perhaps, 

with a mystic confidence in the white man’s God whom they were seeking, they avoided perils 

by daring them. They covered their track to foes, told their purpose to friends, made a light 

burden of their hardships, and kept their fears behind them, like true pilgrims of the Bunyan 

kind. 

 By whatever route of travel they journeyed, many moons came and went, we know not 

how many, till they arrived at St. Louis, the great tepee of white men. They wondered over the 

big lodges of wood, and brick, and stone; they marveled silently at the great fire-canoes, that 

went up and down the river without paddles; and the abundance of fine things on the streets 

and in the stores confused them. With very few words, and a step that no one heard, they 

glided up and down and in and out among streets and stores, and studied the whole. But in this 

world of new sights, and in a tumult of thoughts, their sacred errand was uppermost, and they 

must deliver it to one man. 

God Prepared William Clark 

 Twenty-seven years before General William Clark had been over the mountains, and left 

his name on their river, and their old men had seen him or known of him. Born in Virginia, and 

emigrating at a tender age to Kentucky, he had much to do with the Indians on “the dark and 

bloody ground,” and just at the close of the century, while St. Louis was in Spanish dominions, 

he took up his abode in that city. He was associated with Captain Meriwether Lewis in the 

overland expedition to Oregon, and then became known, by reputation, to the Flat-Heads; the 

success of that daring survey was due much to his consummate knowledge of Indian character. 

After his return he was made brigadier-general of the Upper Louisiana, and was active and 

efficient in the Indian wars that harassed the western boarders through the early years of the 

present century. He was territorial governor of Missouri till it became a state in 1821, from 

which time to his death, in 1838, he was Indian Superintendent with headquarters at St. Louis. 

A Declaration of War 

 An incident will introduce the man and his times to us, and show what the early settlers 

in Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois had to encounter in laying the foundations of those three noble 

states. General Clark found himself, on one occasion, with few men and scanty supplies, in a 

post surrounded by warlike and haughty savages. They apparently knew his reduced condition 

and were disposed to cut him and his men off by a treacherous massacre. A council was called 

with the Indians in the fort, and contrary to all usage and good intention, they came in fully 

armed, not only the leading ones, but the young and fiery braves. The General was in no 
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condition to resent it. At the long council-table the insolent chief occupied the end opposite to 

Clark, and the whole air and manner of the savages made him and his few white men feel that 

they were doomed. The chief was silent and sullen, and at length drew from under his blanket a 

rattlesnake’s skin stuffed with powder and ball, and threw it toward the General. It was a 

declaration of war, and every white man felt that he might any moment hear the war-whoop 

and see the brandished tomahawks. The Indians appeared to be only waiting for a signal from 

their chief to commence a butchery. General Clark had in his hand a kind of riding-stick with 

which he turned the snake’s skin over and over, drawing it nearer to him. All was still as death, 

while they knew that their lives hung on daring. By and by he succeeded in coiling it around his 

whip-stick, when with a sudden motion he flirted it back to the haughty chief, and said with 

dignity and boldness: “If the Indians want war, they can have war.” 

 The confidence and prompt acceptance of the challenge led the Indians to think that 

recruits were at hand to relieve their beleaguered victims, and they quietly withdrew from the 

council and from the fort. This incident was related to me three years after the General’s death 

by the gentleman to whom he told it, and I think has never before been in print. 

 This was the man to whom the four Flat-Heads must open their business, as the great 

chief of the Missouris. Very likely the General thought they had come to talk of war, or a treaty, 

or of lands, or of beaver. Their religious purpose did not much interest him, for they were only 

Indians, and beyond their furs and lands and wars they had never had much to win the 

attention of white men. 

Searching for the Book of Heaven 

 How long they were in St. Louis does not appear, only that they were there long enough 

for the two old men to die, and for one of the younger to contract disease of which he died, on 

his return, at the mouth of the Yellowstone. They made known distinctly the fact that they had 

come their long journey to get the white man’s Book, which would tell them of the white man’s 

God and heaven. 

 In what was then a Roman Catholic city is was not easy to do this, and officers only were 

met. It has not been the policy or practice of that church to give the Bible to the people, 

whether Christian or pagan. They have not thought it wise or right. Probably no Christian 

enterprises in all the centuries have shown more self-sacrifice, heroism, foreseen suffering, and 

intense religious devotion that the laborers of that church, from 1520, to give its type of 

Christianity to the natives of North America. But it was oral, ceremonial, and pictorial. In the 

best of their judgment, and in the depths of their convictions, they did not think it best to 

reduce native tongues to written languages, and the Scriptures to the vernacular of any tribe. 

Survey three centuries, from the first Indian missions in Florida to the Gulf of St. Lawrence, 
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around the Hudson Bay basin, and to the Pacific, and on either side of the wild mountain 

ranges, from the Arctic to Panama, it is doubtful whether the Romanists ever put into an Indian 

tongue, and through a tribe, an amount of Scripture equal to the shortest gospel. 

 We, of another branch of the church, honor the devotion, daring, and sacrifice, the 

expenditure of treasure and human life which they have lavished in their continental fields. We 

as deeply mourn the mistake that did not imbed Christianity in the language, and a young 

literature, for the poor Indians. 

 In that old Indian and papal city the poor Flat-Heads could not find “the Book.” They 

were fed to feasting, they were provided with wigwam ground, they were blanketed and 

ornamented. They were armed and entertained cordially and abundantly. St. Louis must always 

have the palm for that kindness to the red men. Its traditions, earliest history, trade, growth, 

and some of its blood, run that way. But the heart that had come three thousand miles of toil 

and peril, to be filled with better ideas of God and of the long trail into the hereafter, could not 

be satisfied with all this. 

 Their mission was a failure. Sad it is that it has so commonly proved thus for the Indian 

where they have sought the highest good from the whites, while we have pressed the gospel 

successfully on pagan and even cannibal foreigners. They therefore prepared to go back to their 

dark mountain home, and bear to their tribe the burden of disappointment. Of course, there 

must be a ceremonial leave-taking, and the council lodge was the house of the American Fur 

Company. 

Disappointment and a Farewell Address 

 General Clark was then the great sachem of the whites, a true and generous friend of 

the Indians. He received the farewell address of the two surviving Flat-Heads. It requires no 

fancy of mine, but only memory, to sketch that audience room of furs and robes and the few 

hearers. As to the speech, it is apparently as hard for the American language as for the 

American people to do an Indian justice:– 

 “I came to you over a trail of many moons from the setting sun. You were the friend of 

my fathers who have all gone the long way. I came with one eye partly opened, for more light 

for my people, who sit in darkness. I go back with both eyes closed. How can I go back blind, to 

my blind people? I made my way to you with strong arms, through many enemies and strange 

lands, that I might carry back much to them. I go back with both arms broken and empty. The 

two fathers who came with us–the braves of many winters and wars–we leave asleep here by 

your great water and wigwam. They were tired in many moons, and their moccasins wore out. 

My people sent me to get the white man’s Book of Heaven. You took me where you allow your 

women to dance, as we do not ours, and the Book was not there. You took me where they 



©Principled Academy LLC 2021 

worship the Great Spirit with candles, and the Book was not there. You showed me the images 

of good spirits and pictures of the good land beyond, but the Book was not among them to tell 

us the way. I am going back the long, sad trail to my people of the dark land. You make my feet 

heavy with burdens of gifts, and my moccasins will grow old in carrying them, but the Book is 

not among them. When I tell my poor, blind people, after on more snow, in the big council, that 

I did not bring the Book, no word will be spoken by our old men or by our young braves. One by 

one they will rise up and go out in silence. My people will die in darkness, and they will go on 

the long path to the other hunting-grounds. No white man will go with them and no white 

man’s Book, to make the way plain. I have not more words.” 

 The grounds and rooms and furs of that scene are all fresh in my memory, and it does 

not require much of a fancy to see the group and hear the speeches and witness the sad and 

silent departure of the two remaining Flat-Head Indians. A steamer of the American Fur 

Company was just starting for the upper Missouri. This was the first “fire-canoe” that ever 

made the long trip twenty-two hundred miles, past the Mandan and other tribes and villages, 

to the Company’s post at the mouth of the Yellowstone. The two Indians took that steamer, 

and with them there went, also George Catlin–the Indian historian, biographer, and painter, 

who in due time returned and went up to Pittsburg. 

The Indians’ Pure Motives 

 As we follow this incident history becomes romance. That speech, more impressive and 

sad than Logan’s, because it takes hold of the world to come in its mournful refrain–“the Book 

was not there”–had a sympathetic hearer. A young clerk in the office witnessed the interview 

and noted its painful end. With some Christian sympathy for those benighted children of the 

mountains, he detailed an account of the affair to his friends at Pittsburg. When Catlin returned 

there they showed the letter to him, and proposed to publish it to the world in order to secure 

some missionary action in behalf of the Flat-Head tribe. Catlin replied that there must be a 

mistake as to the object of that Indian visit to St. Louis, and its failure, for the two Flat-Heads 

went up to the Yellowstone with him, and they said nothing of all this on the boat, so far as he 

heard. Let the publication of the letter be delayed till he could write to General Clark, and know 

the facts in the case. The reply from the General came at length: “It is true; that was the only 

object of their visit and it failed.” Then Catlin said: “Give the letter to the world.” 

 In his “Indian Letters, Number Forty-Eight,” Catlin thus speaks of this matter: “When I 

first heard the report of this extraordinary mission across the mountains, I could scarcely 

believe it; but on consulting with General Clark I was fully convinced of the fact . . . They had 

been told that our religion was better than theirs, and that they would all be lost if they did not 

embrace it.” And afterward, in 1836, when the Rev. H. H. Spalding and wife were on their way 

to Oregon as missionaries, they met Mr. Catlin in Pittsburg, who detailed to them these 
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incidents and many others. Especially he assured them that white women could not be carried 

over the mountains: “The hostile Indians, that hover about the convoy, would fight against any 

odds, to capture them.” 

 It may here be added that Catlin enriched his Indian Gallery with the portraits of these 

two Indians. They are numbers two hundred and seven and two hundred and eight, in his 

collection. In form, features, and expression they are more attractive than most Indian 

portraits. They were of the Nez Percés branch of the Flat-Head tribe, but do not show the 

flattened head, because this band had abstained from that barbarous usage. They stand forth, 

in the pictures, in the rich robes and trappings which the friendly Sioux had bestowed, and they 

show, too, as originators in a custom of modern civilization, since their hair is so far “banged” as 

to cover one third of the forehead. 

The Gospel Moves Westward 

 But though only one lived to return and he carried back a disappointment, the mission 

of the Four Flat-Head Indians to St. Louis was not a failure. That people, it is true, sat in the gray 

dawn of a possible day. But night shut in again for a time. *The little captive Jewess overheard 

the sad story of her leprous master Naaman, and the outcome was his healing. What that clerk 

overheard between blanketed Indians and General Clark was a divine pivot. The poor Indians 

did not see it, nor the fur-trading white man, yet on it much Indian destiny and all of Oregon’s 

turned. The result was one of the most romantic chapters in American History. 

 

*Reference to 2 Kings 5. 
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Friday:  

Give the Letter to the World Day! 

 

 

Dear Students, 

Remember to complete your Give the Letter to the World assignment for Friday. 

Be sure to practice reading it clearly and at a regular, even pace. Ask your parents 

or siblings to allow you to practice in front of them. 

On Friday, each student will practice reading their letter aloud in class.  

If you would like to dress up in Frontier fashion, you may do so. Also, remind your 

parents to sign-up for the snack that you’ll bring to class. After the class readings, 

students will be able to share a snack and do some crafts. 

 

For the parent/teacher:  

We will have Give the Letter to the World Day: 

Date: ______________________________________________________________ 

Time: ______________________________________________________________ 

Location: ___________________________________________________________ 

Invitation list: _______________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 


