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Journal Entry  |  February 24, 1806  | Lewis 

This is on the Expansion and Erosion Link.  Read the journal entry and answer the questions. 

Our sick are still on the recovery. Shannon & Labuishe returned in the forenoon; they had 
killed no Elk and reported that they believed the Elk have retired from their former haunts and 
gone further back in the country to a considerable distance from this place.    This is very 
unwelcome information for poor and inferior as the flesh of this animal is it is our principal 
dependence for 

. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

have eleven rays each.    Those of the abdomen have eight each, those of the pinna-ani are 20 

and 2 half formed in front.    That of the back has eleven rays.    All the fins are of a white color. 

   The back is of a bluish dusky color and that of the lower part of the sides and belly is of a 

silvery white.    No spots on any part.    The first bone of the gills next behind the eye is of a 

bluish cast, and the second of a light gold color nearly white.    The pupil of the eye is black and 

the iris of a silver white.    The underjaw exceeds the upper; and the mouth opens to great 

extent, folding like that of the herring.    It has no teeth.  The abdomen is obtuse and smooth; in 

this differing from the herring, shad anchovy & of the Malacopterygious Order & Class 

Clupea, to which however I think it more nearly allied than to any other although it has not 

their acute and serrate abdomen and the under jaw exceeding the upper.    The scales of this 

little fish are so small and thin that without minute inspection you would suppose they had 

 

This evening we were visited by Comowooll the Clatsop Chief 

and 12 men women & children of his nation. Drewyer came a 

passenger in their canoe, and brought with him two dogs. 

The chief and his party had brought for sale a Sea Otter skin 

some hats, sturgeon and a species of small fish which now 

begin to run, and are taken in great quantities in the Columbia 

R. about 40 miles above us by means of skimming or scooping 

nets.   On this page I have drawn the likeness of them as large 

as life; it as perfect as I can make it with my pen and will 

serve to give a general idea of the fish.    The rays of the fins 

are boney but not sharp though somewhat pointed. The 

small fin on the back next to the tail has no rays of bone 

being a thin membranous pellicle.  The fins next to the gills 

Name: ______________________________ Date: ____________________________________ 

subsistence. 

Note: The original spelling of words has been updated to modern day spelling for ease of reading. 

https://lewisandclarkjournals.unl.edu/search?people=Shannon%2C%20George
https://lewisandclarkjournals.unl.edu/search?people=Labiche%2C%20Fran%C3%A7ois
https://lewisandclarkjournals.unl.edu/search?people=Coboway
https://lewisandclarkjournals.unl.edu/search?lc_native_nation_ss=Clatsop%20Indians
https://lewisandclarkjournals.unl.edu/search?people=Drouillard%2C%20George
https://lewisandclarkjournals.unl.edu/search?places=Columbia%20River
https://lewisandclarkjournals.unl.edu/search?places=Columbia%20River
https://lewisandclarkjournals.unl.edu/search?places=Columbia%20River
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none.    They are filled with rows of a pure white color and have scarcely any perceptible 

alimentary duct. 

 I find them best when cooked in Indian stile, which is by roasting a number of them together 

on a wooden spit without any previous preparation whatever.    They are so fat they require no 

additional sauce, and I think them superior to any fish I ever tasted, even more delicate and 

luscious than the white fish of the lakes which have heretofore formed my standard of 

excellence among the fishes. I have heard the fresh anchovy much extolled but I hope I shall be 

pardoned for believing this quite as good.    The bones are so soft and fine that they form no 

obstruction in eating this fish.     

We purchased all the articles which these people brought us; we suffered these people to 

remain all night as it rained, the wind blew most violently and they had their women and 

children with them; the latter being a sure pledge of their Pacific dispositions.    The Sturgeon 

which they brought us was also good of its kind.    We determine to send a party up the river to 

procure some of those fish, and another in some direction to hunt Elk as soon as the weather 

will permit. 

Taking It Deeper 

Let’s reason together! 

1. What problem did Lewis and Clark learn of when the hunters came back? ___________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Lewis wrote: “This is very unwelcome information for poor and inferior as the flesh of this 
animal is it is our principal dependence for subsistence.” 

To help you understand the following question, learn what Webster’s 1828 Dictionary defines 
subsistence as: 

SUBSIST'ENCE 

SUBSIST'ENCY, noun Real being; as a chain of differing subsistencies. 

1. Competent provisions; means of supporting life. 

What challenge did this create for them? ________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

https://lewisandclarkjournals.unl.edu/search?places=Pacific%20Ocean
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3. In what way did God Provide subsistence for Lewis and Clark’s team? ____________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

4. When Lewis and Clark learned of the provisions, how did they acquire (get) them?__________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

5. What kind of economy is the sale of goods or services to another called? _________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Who showed care for Lewis and Clark and their team by preparing the fish for them? _______ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

7. Why do you think this may also have been a good marketing technique? _________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

8. What was Lewis’ opinion about this delicate little fish? ________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

9. When Lewis wrote: “. . . we suffered these people to remain all night as it rained . . .” it may 
sound like it was a burden to have the Indians stay with them. But, let’s clarify what Lewis meant 
by reading Webster’s 1828 Dictionary definition of suffered: 

SUF'FERED, participle passive Borne; undergone; permitted; allowed. 

How did Lewis and Clark show the Indians hospitality? __________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

History and Geography 

Name: ______________________________ Date: ____________________________________ 

 

Using Lewis’ sketch of the fish as your guide, sketch the fish on the angled, blank box on your 

notebook page. Then, use the lines to narrate from the journal entry covered in class. 
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Directions: On the next page, you have a newspaper page to design! Here’s your assignment:  

1. Think of a creative and fitting title for your news paper. 

2. Decide what ‘volume’ you want it to be.  

3. Put the date down that you are doing this assignment. 

4. You’re the journalist so your name goes in that spot. 

5. Your top story is your favorite thing you’ve learned about God’s Providence (His care and 
provision). 

6. The sketch of the day will be about one of the critters you’ve read about in the journal 
entries. Give a brief caption of it. 

7. Your ‘Reasoned Opinion’ is your reasoning about God’s Hand in or purpose for the events 
that happened. 

8. Meriwether sure enjoyed that delectable little fish! Write and advertisement for the little fish 
and add a sketch to the ad. It could be of Meriwether himself, the way the fish was served, of 
Chief Comowooll. Use your imagination!  
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Volume: ________ Date:_______________________ Journalist: _________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________ 

(Top Story Title) 

_____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

 

Sketch of the Day 

(Description) 

 

 

_____________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________ 

 

Reasoned Opinion  

 

 

Advertisement by Meriwether Lewis 
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Journal Entry  |  Sunday March 2, 1806  | Lewis 

Class Reading: 

The diet of the sick is so inferior that they recover their strength but slowly.    None of them are 
now sick but all in a state of convalessence with keen appetites and nothing to eat except lean 
elk meat.    Late this evening Drewyer arrived with a most acceptable supply of fat Sturgeon, 
fresh Anchovies and a bag containing about a bushel of Wappetoe.    We feasted on Anchovies 
and Wappeto. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Name: ______________________________ Date: ____________________________________ 

 

color and yellowish brown with some small black specks.    In this mixture the dark brown 

prevails and has a slight cast of the dove color at a little distance.    The wider side of the large 

feathers of the wings are of a dark brown only.    The tail is composed of 19 feathers of which 

that in the center is the longest, and the remaining 9 on each side diminish by pairs as they 

recede from the center; that is any one feather is equal in length to one equal distant from the 

center of the tail on the opposite side.    The tail when folded comes to a very sharp point and 

appears long in proportion to the body.    In the act of flying the tail resembles that of a wild 

pigeon.    Tho' the motion of the wings is much that of the pheasant and Grouse.    They have 

four toes on each foot of which the hinder one is short.    The leg is covered with feathers 

about half the distance between the knee and foot.    When the wing is expanded there are 

wide opening between its feathers the plumage being so narrow that it does not extend from 

one quill to the other.    The wings are also proportionally short, rather more so than those of 

the pheasant or grouse.    The habits of this bird are much the same as those of the grouse.    

Only that the food of this fowl is almost entirely that of the leaf and buds of the pulpy leafed 

thorn; nor do I ever recollect seeing this bird but in the neighborhood of that shrub.    They 

sometimes feed on the prickly pear.   The gizzard of it is large and much less compressed and 

muscular than in most fowls; in short it resembles a maw quite as much as a gizzard.    When 

they fly they make a cackling noise something like the dunghill fowl.     

The Cock of the Plains is found in the plains of 

Columbia and are in Great abundance from the 

entrance of the S. E. fork of the Columbia to that 

of Clark's river.    This bird is about ⅔rds the size of a 

turkey.   The beak is large short curved and convex.  The 

upper exceeding the lower chap.   The nostrils are large 

and the beak black.  The color is an uniform mixture of 

dark brown rather bordering on a dove color, reddish Meriwether Lewis’ Sketch 

https://lewisandclarkjournals.unl.edu/search?people=Drouillard%2C%20George
https://lewisandclarkjournals.unl.edu/search?places=Great%20Columbian%20Plain
https://lewisandclarkjournals.unl.edu/search?places=Great%20Columbian%20Plain
https://lewisandclarkjournals.unl.edu/search?places=Great%20Columbian%20Plain
https://lewisandclarkjournals.unl.edu/search?places=Salmon%20%28Lewis%27s%2C%20Main%20Fork%20Lewis%27s%2C%20Southeast%20Fork%20of%20Columbia%2C%20West%20Fork%20Lewis%27s%29%20River
https://lewisandclarkjournals.unl.edu/search?places=Bitterroot%20%28Clark%27s%2C%20Flathead%29%20River
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The following is a likeness of the head and beak.  The flesh of the cock of the Plains is dark, and 

only tolerable in point of flavor. I do not think it as good as either the Pheasant or Grouse.—    It 

is invariably found in the plains.— The feathers about its head are pointed and stiff some hairs 

about the base of the beak.    Feathers short fine and stiff about the ears. 

 

Journal Entry  |  Sunday March 2, 1806  | Clark 
 

The diet of the sick is so inferior that they recover their strength but slowly.    None of them are 
now sick but all in a State of Convalescence with keen appetites and nothing to eat except lean 
Elk meat. 

The natives of this neighborhood eat the root of the Cattail or Cooper's flag.    It is pleasantly 
tasted and appears to be very nutritious.    The inner part of the root which is eaten without any 
previous preparation is composed of a number of capillary white flexible, strong fibers among 
which is a mealy or starch like substance which readily dissolves in the mouth and separates 
from the fibers which are then rejected.    It appears to me that this substance would make 
excellent starch; nothing Can be of a purer white than it is. 

This evening late Drewyer, Crusat & Wiser returned with a most acceptable supply of fat 
Sturgeon, fresh Anchovies and a bag Containing about a bushel of Wappato.    We feasted on 
the Anchovies and Wappato. 

 
The Heath Cock or cock of the Plains is found in the Plains of 
Columbia and are in great abundance from the entrance 
of Lewis's river to the mountains which pass 
the Columbia between the Great falls and Rapids of that river. 
   This fowl is about ¾ths the Size of a turkey.    The beak is 
large Short Curved and convex.   The upper exceeding the 
lower chap. The nostrils are large and the back black.    The 
color is a uniform mixture of dark brown rather bordering on a 
dove color, reddish and yellowish brown with some Small 
black Specks.    In this mixture the dark brown prevails and has 
a slight cast of the dove color at a little distance.    The wider 
side of the larger feathers of the wings are of a dark brown 
only.    The tail is composed of 19 feathers of which that in the 
center is the longest, and the remaining 9 on each Side 
diminish by pairs as they recede from the Center; that is any 
one feather is equal in length to one of an equal distance from 
the Center of the tail on the opposite side.    The tail when 
folded Comes to a very Sharp point and appears long in 
proportion to the body in the act of flying the tail resembles 
that of a wild pigeon.    Tho' the motion of the wings is much   

William Clarke’s Sketch 

https://lewisandclarkjournals.unl.edu/search?people=Drouillard%2C%20George
https://lewisandclarkjournals.unl.edu/search?people=Cruzatte%2C%20Pierre
https://lewisandclarkjournals.unl.edu/search?people=Weiser%2C%20Peter
https://lewisandclarkjournals.unl.edu/search?places=Great%20Columbian%20Plain
https://lewisandclarkjournals.unl.edu/search?places=Great%20Columbian%20Plain
https://lewisandclarkjournals.unl.edu/search?places=Great%20Columbian%20Plain
https://lewisandclarkjournals.unl.edu/search?places=Lewis%20%28Cahwahnakiooks%29%20River
https://lewisandclarkjournals.unl.edu/search?places=Columbia%20River
https://lewisandclarkjournals.unl.edu/search?places=Columbia%20River%2C%20Great%20Falls%20of%20the
https://lewisandclarkjournals.unl.edu/search?places=Columbia%20River%2C%20Cascades%20%28Great%20Rapids%2C%20Great%20Shute%29
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that of the Pheasant and Grouse.    They have four toes on each foot of which the hinder one is 
short.    The leg is covered with feathers about half the distance between the knee and foot.    
When the wings is expanded there are wide opening between its feathers, the plumage being 
so narrow that it does not extend from one quill to another.    The wings are also proportionally 
short, rather more so than those of the Pheasant or Grouse.    The habits of this bird is much 
the same as those of the Prairie hen or Grouse.    Only that the food of this fowl is almost 
entirely that of the leaf and buds of the pulpy leafed thorn, nor do I ever recollect seeing this 
bird but in the neighborhood of that Shrub. The gizzard of it is large and much less compressed 
and muscular than in most fowls, in Short it resembles a maw quite as much as a gizzard. When 
they fly they make a cackling noise something like the dunghill fowl.     
 
The flesh of this fowl is dark and only tolerable in point of flavor. I do not think it as good as 
with the Pheasant or Prairie hen, or Grouse.     
 
The feathers above its head are pointed and stiff some hairs about the base of the beak.    
Feathers short fine and Stiff about the ears, and eye. This is a faint likeness of the Cock of the 
plains or Heath Cock the first of those fowls which we met with was on the Missouri below and 
in the neighborhood of the Rocky Mountains and from to the mountain which passes 
the Columbia between the Great falls and Rapids they go in large gangues or singularly and hide 
remarkably close when pursued, make Short flights, &c. 
 

Taking it Deeper 

Let’s observe God’s Principle of Individuality between Lewis and Clark and their descriptions. 
Using the T-Chart below, note some observations you make. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Meriwether Lewis’ Descriptions William Clark’s Descriptions 

Note: The original spelling of words has been updated to modern day spelling for ease of reading. 

https://lewisandclarkjournals.unl.edu/search?places=Missouri%20River
https://lewisandclarkjournals.unl.edu/search?places=Rocky%20Mountains
https://lewisandclarkjournals.unl.edu/search?places=Columbia%20River
https://lewisandclarkjournals.unl.edu/search?places=Columbia%20River%2C%20Cascades%20%28Great%20Rapids%2C%20Great%20Shute%29
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Let’s reason together! 

1. Why is it important that both Lewis and Clark kept their own journals? __________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

2. In the journal entries we just read, what type of descriptions match exactly? _____________  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

3. What may be some possible reasons for some of their journal entries to match exactly?  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

4. How do you think Clark’s connoisseur descriptions of food helped other frontiersmen and 
pioneers on their travels? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

5. What are some benefits to us today for learning about the kinds of wild foods that they ate? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

6. How did God provide through his Creation? ________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Name: ______________________________ Date: ____________________________________ 
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______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Journal Entry  |  Tuesday July 9, 1805  | Lewis 

Class Reading 

 
The morning was fair and pleasant.    The Islands seem crowded with blackbirds; the young 
brood is now completely feathered and flying in common with the others.     
 
We corked the canoes and put them in the water and also launched the boat, she lay like a 
perfect cork on the water.    Five men would carry her with the greatest ease. 
 
 I now directed seats to be fixed in her and oars to be fitted.    The men loaded the canoes in 
readiness to depart.    Just at this moment a violent wind commenced and blew so hard that we 
were obliged to unload the canoes again; a part of the baggage in several of them got wet 
before it could be taken out.   The wind continued violent until late in the evening, by which 
time we discovered that a greater part of the composition had separated from the skins and left 
the seams of the boat exposed to the water and she leaked in such manner that she would not 
answer. 
 
 I need not add that this circumstance mortified me not a little; and to prevent her leaking 
without pitch was impossible with us, and to obtain this article was equally impossible, 
therefore the evil was irreparable     
 
I now found that the section formed of the buffalo hides on which some hair had been left, 
answered much the best purpose; this leaked but little and the parts which were well covered 
with hair about ⅛th of an inch in length retained the composition perfectly and remained sound 
and dry.    From these circumstances I am persuaded, that had I formed her with buffalo skins 
singed not quite as close as I had done those I employed, that she would have answered even 
with this composition.    But to make any further experiments in our present situation seemed 
to me madness; the buffalo had principally deserted us, and the season was now advancing 
fast. I therefore relinquished all further hope of my favorite boat and ordered her to be sunk in 
the water, that the skins might become soft in order the better to take her in pieces tomorrow 
and deposit the iron frame at this place as it could probably be of no further service to us.     
 
Had I only singed my Elk skins instead of shaving them I believe the composition would have 
remained and the boat have answered; at least until we could have reached the pine country 
which must be in advance of us from the pine which is brought down by the water and which is 
probably at no great distance where we might have supplied ourselves with the necessary pitch 

Name: ______________________________ Date: ____________________________________ 
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or gum.    But it was now too late to introduce a remedy and I bid  adieu to my boat, and her 
expected services. 
 
The next difficulty which presented itself was how we should convey the stores and baggage 
which we had purposed carrying in the boat.    Both Capt.  Clark and myself recollected having 
heard the hunters [NB: Capt Clark had previously sent them in quest of timber for the purpose] 
mention that the bottoms of the river some few miles above us were much better timbered 
than below and that some of the trees were large.   
 
The idea therefore suggested itself of building two other canoes sufficiently large to carry the 
surplus baggage.    On enquiry of the hunters it seemed to be the general opinion that trees 
sufficiently at large for this purpose might be obtained in a bottom on the opposite side about 8 
miles distant by land and rather more than double that distance by water; accordingly Capt. 
Clark determined to set out early in the morning with ten of the best workmen and proceeded 
by land to that place while the others would in the mean time be employed by myself in taking 
the Boat in pieces and depositing her, together with the articles which we had previously 
determined to deposit at this place, and also in transporting all the baggage up the river to that 
point in the six small canoes.    
 
This plan being settled between us, orders were accordingly given to the party, and the ten 
men who were to accompany Capt. Clark had ground and prepared their axes and adds this 
evening in order to prepare for an early departure in the morning.    We have on this as well as 
on many former occasions found a small grindstone which I brought with me from Harper's 
ferry extremely convenient to us.   If we find trees at the place mentioned sufficiently large for 
our purposes it will be extremely fortunate; for we have not seen one for many miles below the 
entrance of Mussel Shell River to this place, which would have answered.  

 

Journal Entry  |  Tuesday July 9, 1805  | Clark 
 

A clear warm morning wind from the S W. Lanced the Leather boat, and found that it leaked a 
little; Corked, lanced & loaded the canoes, buried our truck wheels, & made a carsh for a skin & 
a few papers I intend to leave here. 

On trial found the leather boat would not answer without the addition of tar which we had 
none of  having substituted coal &tallow in its place to stop the seams etc. which would not 
answer as it separated from the skins when exposed to the water and left the Skins naked & 
Seams exposed to the water. This failure of our favorite boat was a great disappointment to us, 
we having more baggage than our canoes would carry. Concluded to build canoes for to carry 
them; no timber near our camp. I determined to proceed on up the river to a bottom in which 
our hunters reported was large trees etc. 

https://lewisandclarkjournals.unl.edu/search?people=Clark%2C%20William
https://lewisandclarkjournals.unl.edu/search?people=Clark%2C%20William
https://lewisandclarkjournals.unl.edu/search?people=Clark%2C%20William
https://lewisandclarkjournals.unl.edu/search?people=Clark%2C%20William
https://lewisandclarkjournals.unl.edu/search?people=Clark%2C%20William
https://lewisandclarkjournals.unl.edu/search?people=Clark%2C%20William
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Journal Entry  |  Tuesday July 9, 1805  | Ordway 
 

A beautiful pleasant morning.    The island near the camp is covered with black birds.  We put 
the iron boat which we covered with green hides in to the water. Corked some of the canoes in 
order to get in readiness to depart from this place in the afternoon. We loaded the 6 canoes 
but did not load the iron boat as it leaked considerable.    Soon after we got the canoes loaded 
thunder and high wind came on so that we had to unload again.   Our officers concludes for to 
leave and burry the iron boat, as we cannot get tar or pitch to pay the over the outside of the 
skins. The coal tallow & bees wax would not stick to the hides as they were shaved. The time is 
so far expended that they did not think proper to try any more experiments with it. So we sank 
her in the water so that she might be the easier took to pieces tomorrow.    Our officers 
conclude to build 2 canoes more so that we can carry all our baggage without the iron boat. 
About 10 men got ready to up the river to build 2 canoes. 

 
 

Journal Entry  |  Tuesday July 9, 1805  | Gass 
 

A fine morning, and heavy dew. In the forenoon we loaded our canoes, and put the experiment 
into the water. She rides very light but leaks some. In the afternoon a storm of wind, with some 
rain came on from the northwest, and we had again to unload some of our canoes, the waves 
ran so high. After the storm we had a fine evening. The tallow and coal were found not to 
answer the purpose; for as soon as dry, it cracked and scaled off, and the water came through 
the skins. Therefore for want of tar or pitch we had, after all our labor, to haul our new boat on 
shore, and leave it at this place. 

 
 

Journal Entry  |  Tuesday July 9, 1805  | Whitehouse 
 

A beautiful morning, the Island near our Camp 〈is〉 were covered with black birds, we found the 
mosquitoes very troublesome at our Camp during last night; and till after sunrise this morning, 
we were all employed, in calking of our crafts; and putting our iron boat into the waters and 
getting everything in readiness to leave this place—    In the afternoon we loaded the 6 large 
Canoes; the Iron boat leaked so much, that we did not put any load into her,—    soon after, we 
had got the Canoes loaded, and a Violent storm of Wind and thunder came on.— 

The waves rose to such a height, as to wash over into the canoes, so that all hands were 
employed to unload them as quick as possible—    Our officers found that the iron boat would 
not answer our purpose, we not being able, to get sufficient quantity of tar or pitch, to pay her 
bottom and sides, and that the Coal, tallow, & grease would not prevent her from leaking, 
which she did very much; the season being far advanced for the crossing the rocky mountains, 
the officers concluded to bury the iron boat at this place; and to proceed about 20 Miles up 
the Missouri, and to make 2 large canoes, to answer our purpose, so they had the Iron boat 
sunk in the River, that she might be more easily taken apart, which they intend having done 
tomorrow.—    Ten of our party got themselves in readiness to go with Captain Clark, in order to 

Note: The original spelling of words has been updated to modern day spelling for ease of reading. 

https://lewisandclarkjournals.unl.edu/search?places=Rocky%20Mountains
https://lewisandclarkjournals.unl.edu/search?places=Missouri%20River
https://lewisandclarkjournals.unl.edu/search?people=Clark%2C%20William
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make the canoes; they intend going by land the distance being about 5 Miles and 20 Miles by 
water— 

Taking It Deeper 

Let’s reason together. 

1. What different things do you notice about each of the accounts given by the men? ________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What are some commonalties between their individual journal entries? _________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

3. How do you see God’s Providence in the testing of the boat and the timing of the storm? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

4. In what way do these men display Christian character in their journal entries about the 
problems with the boats? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________
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Name: _____________________________________________________________ Date: ____________________________________ 

 

Sequence Chain of the July 9, 1805 Events from the Lewis and Clark Journals 
Traveling Westward 
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1. ____________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. ____________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. ___________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

What are some things you’d like to share about in the conversations? 

1. ____________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
How did this field study impact you? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

What are some things you’d like to ask your tour guide? 

Name: ______________________________ Date: ____________________________________ 
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Field Day!! 
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______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Name: ______________________________ Date: ____________________________________ 
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______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Attribution: Glenn Scofield Williams from USA - Fort Clatsop, Oregon Uploaded by Droll 
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Dear Parent/Teacher, 

In this section you’ll find an “answer key.” The hope is that you will see what to look for when 

reading through primary documents . . . *how* to see things Providentially.  

This is meant to guide you in the kind of answers you’re looking for from your students. Keep in 

mind that we want their answers to reflect their individual thinking and reasoning skills. 

Ideally, you’ll print out a set of student notebook pages for yourself and go through it as well. In 

this way, you can have  

At the end of this section, you will find a list of virtual tours you can take of various Lewis and 

Clark locations. Hopefully you’ll be able to visit a location in-person. But if not, at least there are 

virtual tours.  

You may also like to consider printing out the following to poems found at these links and 

beginning your lessons with them: 

 An Ode to Lewis and Clark by James A. Crutchfield of Franklin, TN. 

 Lewis and Clark 1774-1809 – 770-1838 by Stephen Vincent Benet 

We hope that you’ll spring board off of this study into more of your own. There are many 

exciting things to learn about!  

If you have questions or comments, please let us know.  

Blessings, 

Heather 

https://lewisandclark.org/wpo/pdf/vol15no4.pdf
https://lewisandclark.org/wpo/pdf/vol22no1.pdf


Bridge Ministry Publishers ©2021 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Bridge Ministry Publishers ©2021 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Journal Entry  |  February 24, 1806  | Lewis 

Class Reading:  

Our sick are still on the recovery. Shannon & Labuishe returned in the forenoon; they had 
killed no Elk and reported that they believed the Elk have retired from their former haunts and 
gone further back in the country to a considerable distance from this place.    This is very 
unwelcome information for poor and inferior as the flesh of this animal is it is our principal 
dependence for 

. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

have eleven rays each.    Those of the abdomen have eight each, those of the pinna-ani are 20 

and 2 half formed in front.    That of the back has eleven rays.    All the fins are of a white color. 

   The back is of a bluish dusky color and that of the lower part of the sides and belly is of a 

silvery white.    No spots on any part.    The first bone of the gills next behind the eye is of a 

bluish cast, and the second of a light gold color nearly white.    The pupil of the eye is black and 

the iris of a silver white.    The underjaw exceeds the upper; and the mouth opens to great 

extent, folding like that of the herring.    It has no teeth.  The abdomen is obtuse and smooth; in 

this differing from the herring, shad anchovy & of the Malacopterygious Order & Class 

Clupea, to which however I think it more nearly allied than to any other although it has not 

their acute and serrate abdomen and the under jaw exceeding the upper.    The scales of this 

little fish are so small and thin that without minute inspection you would suppose they had 

 

This evening we were visited by Comowooll the Clatsop Chief 

and 12 men women & children of his nation. Drewyer came a 

passenger in their canoe, and brought with him two dogs. 

The chief and his party had brought for sale a Sea Otter skin 

some hats, sturgeon and a species of small fish which now 

begin to run, and are taken in great quantities in the Columbia 

R. about 40 miles above us by means of skimming or scooping 

nets.   On this page I have drawn the likeness of them as large 

as life; it as perfect as I can make it with my pen and will 

serve to give a general idea of the fish.    The rays of the fins 

are boney but not sharp though somewhat pointed. The 

small fin on the back next to the tail has no rays of bone 

being a thin membranous pellicle.  The fins next to the gills 

Name: ______________________________ Date: ____________________________________ 

subsistence. 

Note: The original spelling of words has been updated to modern day spelling for ease of reading. 

https://lewisandclarkjournals.unl.edu/search?people=Shannon%2C%20George
https://lewisandclarkjournals.unl.edu/search?people=Labiche%2C%20Fran%C3%A7ois
https://lewisandclarkjournals.unl.edu/search?people=Coboway
https://lewisandclarkjournals.unl.edu/search?lc_native_nation_ss=Clatsop%20Indians
https://lewisandclarkjournals.unl.edu/search?people=Drouillard%2C%20George
https://lewisandclarkjournals.unl.edu/search?places=Columbia%20River
https://lewisandclarkjournals.unl.edu/search?places=Columbia%20River
https://lewisandclarkjournals.unl.edu/search?places=Columbia%20River
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none.    They are filled with rows of a pure white color and have scarcely any perceptible 

alimentary duct. 

 I find them best when cooked in Indian stile, which is by roasting a number of them together 

on a wooden spit without any previous preparation whatever.    They are so fat they require no 

additional sauce, and I think them superior to any fish I ever tasted, even more delicate and 

luscious than the white fish of the lakes which have heretofore formed my standard of 

excellence among the fishes. I have heard the fresh anchovy much extolled but I hope I shall be 

pardoned for believing this quite as good.    The bones are so soft and fine that they form no 

obstruction in eating this fish.     

We purchased all the articles which these people brought us; we suffered these people to 

remain all night as it rained, the wind blew most violently and they had their women and 

children with them; the latter being a sure pledge of their Pacific dispositions.    The Sturgeon 

which they brought us was also good of its kind.    We determine to send a party up the river to 

procure some of those fish, and another in some direction to hunt Elk as soon as the weather 

will permit. 

Taking It Deeper 

Let’s reason together! 

1. What problem did Lewis and Clark learn of when the hunters came back? ___________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Lewis wrote: “This is very unwelcome information for poor and inferior as the flesh of this 
animal is it is our principal dependence for subsistence.” 

To help you understand the following question, learn what Webster’s 1828 Dictionary defines 
subsistence as: 

SUBSIST'ENCE 

SUBSIST'ENCY, noun Real being; as a chain of differing subsistencies. 

1. Competent provisions; means of supporting life. 

What challenge did this create for them? ________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

They 

learned that there were no elk to be found. 

Elk was their main provision for food. They were 

facing hunger. 

https://lewisandclarkjournals.unl.edu/search?places=Pacific%20Ocean
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3. In what way did God Provide subsistence for Lewis and Clark’s team? ____________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

4. When Lewis and Clark learned of the provisions, how did they acquire (get) them?__________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

5. What kind of economy is the sale of goods or services to another called? _________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Who showed care for Lewis and Clark and their team by preparing the fish for them? _______ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

7. Why do you think this may also have been a good marketing technique? _________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

8. What was Lewis’ opinion about this delicate little fish? ________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

9. When Lewis wrote: “. . . we suffered these people to remain all night as it rained . . .” it may 
sound like it was a burden to have the Indians stay with them. But, let’s clarify what Lewis meant 
by reading Webster’s 1828 Dictionary definition of suffered: 

SUF'FERED, participle passive Borne; undergone; permitted; allowed. 

How did Lewis and Clark show the Indians hospitality? __________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

God provided fish 

through the arrival of Comowooll the Clatsop Chief and several of his people. 

Lewis 

and Clark purchased the food from Chief Comowooll. 

This is called a  

“free-market” economy. 

The 

Indians did. 

When they saw  

how easy it was it may have sealed the deal. 

These fish, in his opinion, were the  

Best food to ever exist. Especially when cooked in the Indian style. 

They showed the Indians hospitality 

by permitting them to remain in their shelter during the stormy weather. 
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__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

History and Geography 

Name: ______________________________ Date: ____________________________________ 

 

Using Lewis’ sketch of the fish as your guide, sketch the fish on the angled, blank box on your 

notebook page. Then, use the lines to narrate from the journal entry covered in class. 

Lewis and Clark and their team were reliant upon the elk meat. 

When their hunters came back empty handled and with the news 

that the elk had retreated for the season, they didn’t know 

what they’d do for food. But, God knew. Providentially, 

Clatsop Chief, Comowooll, and his people came 

to sell fish to them.  God also, provided safety 

and shelter for the Indians because Lewis and 

Clark showed brotherly love to them and 

allowed them to stay with them during the 

provided. 

Sketch of fish from the journal goes here. 

stormy weather. God  

(Matthew 6:26) 
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Directions: On the next page, you have a newspaper page to design! Here’s your assignment:  

1. Think of a creative and fitting title for your news paper. 

2. Decide what ‘volume’ you want it to be.  

3. Put the date down that you are doing this assignment. 

4. You’re the journalist so your name goes in that spot. 

5. Your top story is your favorite thing you’ve learned about God’s Providence (His care and 
provision). 

6. The sketch of the day will be about one of the critters you’ve read about in the journal 
entries. Give a brief caption of it. 

7. Your ‘Reasoned Opinion’ is your reasoning about God’s Hand in or purpose for the events 
that happened. 

8. Meriwether sure enjoyed that delectable little fish! Write and advertisement for the little fish 
and add a sketch to the ad. It could be of Meriwether himself, the way the fish was served, of 
Chief Comowooll. Use your imagination!  
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Volume: ________ Date:_______________________ Journalist: _________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________ 

(Top Story Title) 

_____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

 

Sketch of the Day 

(Description) 

 

 

_____________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________ 

 

Reasoned Opinion  

 

 

Advertisement by Meriwether Lewis 

In a potentially fatal twist of events, the Corps of Discovery’s 

huntsmen, Shannon and Labuishe, returned without elk. The  

dire report was that there were not elk to be found. But, by 

God’s Providential Hand and timing, Chief Comowooll and several 

of his people arrived with fish and other goods to sell. Praise God! 

The Good Lord provides. Whether it is food 

for the Corps of Discovery or shelter for Chief 

Comowooll and his Clastsop people, it is as  

Matthew 6:26 teaches. The principle being  

that God cares for His Creation–especially for 

people. 

Best Fish Ever! 

Sketch of the little fish they ate. 
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Journal Entry  |  Sunday March 2, 1806  | Lewis 

Class Reading: 

The diet of the sick is so inferior that they recover their strength but slowly.    None of them are 
now sick but all in a state of convalessence with keen appetites and nothing to eat except lean 
elk meat.    Late this evening Drewyer arrived with a most acceptable supply of fat Sturgeon, 
fresh Anchovies and a bag containing about a bushel of Wappetoe.    We feasted on Anchovies 
and Wappeto. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Name: ______________________________ Date: ____________________________________ 

 

color and yellowish brown with some small black specks.    In this mixture the dark brown 

prevails and has a slight cast of the dove color at a little distance.    The wider side of the large 

feathers of the wings are of a dark brown only.    The tail is composed of 19 feathers of which 

that in the center is the longest, and the remaining 9 on each side diminish by pairs as they 

recede from the center; that is any one feather is equal in length to one equal distant from the 

center of the tail on the opposite side.    The tail when folded comes to a very sharp point and 

appears long in proportion to the body.    In the act of flying the tail resembles that of a wild 

pigeon.    Tho' the motion of the wings is much that of the pheasant and Grouse.    They have 

four toes on each foot of which the hinder one is short.    The leg is covered with feathers 

about half the distance between the knee and foot.    When the wing is expanded there are 

wide opening between its feathers the plumage being so narrow that it does not extend from 

one quill to the other.    The wings are also proportionally short, rather more so than those of 

the pheasant or grouse.    The habits of this bird are much the same as those of the grouse.    

Only that the food of this fowl is almost entirely that of the leaf and buds of the pulpy leafed 

thorn; nor do I ever recollect seeing this bird but in the neighborhood of that shrub.    They 

sometimes feed on the prickly pear.   The gizzard of it is large and much less compressed and 

muscular than in most fowls; in short it resembles a maw quite as much as a gizzard.    When 

they fly they make a cackling noise something like the dunghill fowl.     

The Cock of the Plains is found in the plains of 

Columbia and are in Great abundance from the 

entrance of the S. E. fork of the Columbia to that 

of Clark's river.    This bird is about ⅔rds the size of a 

turkey.   The beak is large short curved and convex.  The 

upper exceeding the lower chap.   The nostrils are large 

and the beak black.  The color is an uniform mixture of 

dark brown rather bordering on a dove color, reddish Meriwether Lewis’ Sketch 

https://lewisandclarkjournals.unl.edu/search?people=Drouillard%2C%20George
https://lewisandclarkjournals.unl.edu/search?places=Great%20Columbian%20Plain
https://lewisandclarkjournals.unl.edu/search?places=Great%20Columbian%20Plain
https://lewisandclarkjournals.unl.edu/search?places=Great%20Columbian%20Plain
https://lewisandclarkjournals.unl.edu/search?places=Salmon%20%28Lewis%27s%2C%20Main%20Fork%20Lewis%27s%2C%20Southeast%20Fork%20of%20Columbia%2C%20West%20Fork%20Lewis%27s%29%20River
https://lewisandclarkjournals.unl.edu/search?places=Bitterroot%20%28Clark%27s%2C%20Flathead%29%20River
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The following is a likeness of the head and beak.  The flesh of the cock of the Plains is dark, and 

only tolerable in point of flavor. I do not think it as good as either the Pheasant or Grouse.—    It 

is invariably found in the plains.— The feathers about its head are pointed and stiff some hairs 

about the base of the beak.    Feathers short fine and stiff about the ears. 

 

Journal Entry  |  Sunday March 2, 1806  | Clark 
 

The diet of the sick is so inferior that they recover their strength but slowly.    None of them are 
now sick but all in a State of Convalescence with keen appetites and nothing to eat except lean 
Elk meat. 

The natives of this neighborhood eat the root of the Cattail or Cooper's flag.    It is pleasantly 
tasted and appears to be very nutritious.    The inner part of the root which is eaten without any 
previous preparation is composed of a number of capillary white flexible, strong fibers among 
which is a mealy or starch like substance which readily dissolves in the mouth and separates 
from the fibers which are then rejected.    It appears to me that this substance would make 
excellent starch; nothing Can be of a purer white than it is. 

This evening late Drewyer, Crusat & Wiser returned with a most acceptable supply of fat 
Sturgeon, fresh Anchovies and a bag Containing about a bushel of Wappato.    We feasted on 
the Anchovies and Wappato. 

 
The Heath Cock or cock of the Plains is found in the Plains of 
Columbia and are in great abundance from the entrance 
of Lewis's river to the mountains which pass 
the Columbia between the Great falls and Rapids of that river. 
   This fowl is about ¾ths the Size of a turkey.    The beak is 
large Short Curved and convex.   The upper exceeding the 
lower chap. The nostrils are large and the back black.    The 
color is a uniform mixture of dark brown rather bordering on a 
dove color, reddish and yellowish brown with some Small 
black Specks.    In this mixture the dark brown prevails and has 
a slight cast of the dove color at a little distance.    The wider 
side of the larger feathers of the wings are of a dark brown 
only.    The tail is composed of 19 feathers of which that in the 
center is the longest, and the remaining 9 on each Side 
diminish by pairs as they recede from the Center; that is any 
one feather is equal in length to one of an equal distance from 
the Center of the tail on the opposite side.    The tail when 
folded Comes to a very Sharp point and appears long in 
proportion to the body in the act of flying the tail resembles 
that of a wild pigeon.    Tho' the motion of the wings is much   

William Clarke’s Sketch 

https://lewisandclarkjournals.unl.edu/search?people=Drouillard%2C%20George
https://lewisandclarkjournals.unl.edu/search?people=Cruzatte%2C%20Pierre
https://lewisandclarkjournals.unl.edu/search?people=Weiser%2C%20Peter
https://lewisandclarkjournals.unl.edu/search?places=Great%20Columbian%20Plain
https://lewisandclarkjournals.unl.edu/search?places=Great%20Columbian%20Plain
https://lewisandclarkjournals.unl.edu/search?places=Great%20Columbian%20Plain
https://lewisandclarkjournals.unl.edu/search?places=Lewis%20%28Cahwahnakiooks%29%20River
https://lewisandclarkjournals.unl.edu/search?places=Columbia%20River
https://lewisandclarkjournals.unl.edu/search?places=Columbia%20River%2C%20Great%20Falls%20of%20the
https://lewisandclarkjournals.unl.edu/search?places=Columbia%20River%2C%20Cascades%20%28Great%20Rapids%2C%20Great%20Shute%29
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that of the Pheasant and Grouse.    They have four toes on each foot of which the hinder one is 
short.    The leg is covered with feathers about half the distance between the knee and foot.    
When the wings is expanded there are wide opening between its feathers, the plumage being 
so narrow that it does not extend from one quill to another.    The wings are also proportionally 
short, rather more so than those of the Pheasant or Grouse.    The habits of this bird is much 
the same as those of the Prairie hen or Grouse.    Only that the food of this fowl is almost 
entirely that of the leaf and buds of the pulpy leafed thorn, nor do I ever recollect seeing this 
bird but in the neighborhood of that Shrub. The gizzard of it is large and much less compressed 
and muscular than in most fowls, in Short it resembles a maw quite as much as a gizzard. When 
they fly they make a cackling noise something like the dunghill fowl.     
 
The flesh of this fowl is dark and only tolerable in point of flavor. I do not think it as good as 
with the Pheasant or Prairie hen, or Grouse.     
 
The feathers above its head are pointed and stiff some hairs about the base of the beak.    
Feathers short fine and Stiff about the ears, and eye. This is a faint likeness of the Cock of the 
plains or Heath Cock the first of those fowls which we met with was on the Missouri below and 
in the neighborhood of the Rocky Mountains and from to the mountain which passes 
the Columbia between the Great falls and Rapids they go in large gangues or singularly and hide 
remarkably close when pursued, make Short flights, &c. 
 

Taking it Deeper 

Let’s observe God’s Principle of Individuality between Lewis and Clark and their descriptions. 
Using the T-Chart below, note some observations you make. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Meriwether Lewis’ Descriptions William Clark’s Descriptions 

Note: The original spelling of words has been updated to modern day spelling for ease of reading. 

 His descriptions are factual and 

to the point. 

 His descriptions are detailed. 

 He shares his opinion of the bird’s 

flavor. 

 His descriptions are factual and detailed. 

 He tends to expand on the happenings. 

 He really seems to enjoy food–he  

shares about flavors, texture, comparisons. 

https://lewisandclarkjournals.unl.edu/search?places=Missouri%20River
https://lewisandclarkjournals.unl.edu/search?places=Rocky%20Mountains
https://lewisandclarkjournals.unl.edu/search?places=Columbia%20River
https://lewisandclarkjournals.unl.edu/search?places=Columbia%20River%2C%20Cascades%20%28Great%20Rapids%2C%20Great%20Shute%29
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Let’s reason together! 

1. Why is it important that both Lewis and Clark kept their own journals? __________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

2. In the journal entries we just read, what type of descriptions match exactly? _____________  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

3. What may be some possible reasons for some of their journal entries to match exactly?  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

4. How do you think Clark’s connoisseur descriptions of food helped other frontiersmen and 
pioneers on their travels? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

5. What are some benefits to us today for learning about the kinds of wild foods that they ate? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

6. How did God provide through his Creation? ________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

It was  

important for the verification of accounts and experiences. Also, if something were to happen 

to either, the odds are the other journal would survive. 

Many of the 

details of events and descriptions of the bird tend to be an exact match. 

I think one reason may be for the preservation of facts and details in case one journal was 

ruined. 

I think it helped others to know what to expect for food and how to plan for and prepare it. 

Perhaps it’s beneficial for us for the sake of our own health, for possible survival foods, and 

for history’s sake. 

He provided protein and fat through fish, 

elk, and fowl. He provided starch through the cattails. 
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______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Name: ______________________________ Date: ____________________________________ 

William Clark noted that the Indians in the Pacific Northwest ate cattails. In his description, 

he said they would eat the inner part of the root. Specifically, they’d eat the starch and reject 

the fibers. 

Clark observed that the starch tasted pleasant and seemed to be nutritious. 

While the cattail is also used for a fuel source, insulation, and for shelter, it is indeed 

nutritious. For cattails are known to be a source of water as well as having several edible 

parts. 

The other edible parts of a cattail are: the young cob-like tips, the white bottom of the 

stalk, new shoots off the main root, and the pollen. They have vitamins A, B, C, potassium,  

and phosphorous. 

Cattails helped to feed the Corp’s team. 
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Journal Entry  |  Tuesday July 9, 1805  | Lewis 

Class Reading 

 
The morning was fair and pleasant.    The Islands seem crowded with blackbirds; the young 
brood is now completely feathered and flying in common with the others.     
 
We corked the canoes and put them in the water and also launched the boat, she lay like a 
perfect cork on the water.    Five men would carry her with the greatest ease. 
 
 I now directed seats to be fixed in her and oars to be fitted.    The men loaded the canoes in 
readiness to depart.    Just at this moment a violent wind commenced and blew so hard that we 
were obliged to unload the canoes again; a part of the baggage in several of them got wet 
before it could be taken out.   The wind continued violent until late in the evening, by which 
time we discovered that a greater part of the composition had separated from the skins and left 
the seams of the boat exposed to the water and she leaked in such manner that she would not 
answer. 
 
 I need not add that this circumstance mortified me not a little; and to prevent her leaking 
without pitch was impossible with us, and to obtain this article was equally impossible, 
therefore the evil was irreparable     
 
I now found that the section formed of the buffalo hides on which some hair had been left, 
answered much the best purpose; this leaked but little and the parts which were well covered 
with hair about ⅛th of an inch in length retained the composition perfectly and remained sound 
and dry.    From these circumstances I am persuaded, that had I formed her with buffalo skins 
singed not quite as close as I had done those I employed, that she would have answered even 
with this composition.    But to make any further experiments in our present situation seemed 
to me madness; the buffalo had principally deserted us, and the season was now advancing 
fast. I therefore relinquished all further hope of my favorite boat and ordered her to be sunk in 
the water, that the skins might become soft in order the better to take her in pieces tomorrow 
and deposit the iron frame at this place as it could probably be of no further service to us.     
 
Had I only singed my Elk skins instead of shaving them I believe the composition would have 
remained and the boat have answered; at least until we could have reached the pine country 
which must be in advance of us from the pine which is brought down by the water and which is 
probably at no great distance where we might have supplied ourselves with the necessary pitch 

Name: ______________________________ Date: ____________________________________ 



Bridge Ministry Publishers ©2021 

or gum.    But it was now too late to introduce a remedy and I bid  adieu to my boat, and her 
expected services. 
 
The next difficulty which presented itself was how we should convey the stores and baggage 
which we had purposed carrying in the boat.    Both Capt.  Clark and myself recollected having 
heard the hunters [NB: Capt Clark had previously sent them in quest of timber for the purpose] 
mention that the bottoms of the river some few miles above us were much better timbered 
than below and that some of the trees were large.   
 
The idea therefore suggested itself of building two other canoes sufficiently large to carry the 
surplus baggage.    On enquiry of the hunters it seemed to be the general opinion that trees 
sufficiently at large for this purpose might be obtained in a bottom on the opposite side about 8 
miles distant by land and rather more than double that distance by water; accordingly Capt. 
Clark determined to set out early in the morning with ten of the best workmen and proceeded 
by land to that place while the others would in the mean time be employed by myself in taking 
the Boat in pieces and depositing her, together with the articles which we had previously 
determined to deposit at this place, and also in transporting all the baggage up the river to that 
point in the six small canoes.    
 
This plan being settled between us, orders were accordingly given to the party, and the ten 
men who were to accompany Capt. Clark had ground and prepared their axes and adds this 
evening in order to prepare for an early departure in the morning.    We have on this as well as 
on many former occasions found a small grindstone which I brought with me from Harper's 
ferry extremely convenient to us.   If we find trees at the place mentioned sufficiently large for 
our purposes it will be extremely fortunate; for we have not seen one for many miles below the 
entrance of Mussel Shell River to this place, which would have answered.  

 

Journal Entry  |  Tuesday July 9, 1805  | Clark 
 

A clear warm morning wind from the S W. Lanced the Leather boat, and found that it leaked a 
little; Corked, lanced & loaded the canoes, buried our truck wheels, & made a carsh for a skin & 
a few papers I intend to leave here. 

On trial found the leather boat would not answer without the addition of tar which we had 
none of  having substituted coal &tallow in its place to stop the seams etc. which would not 
answer as it separated from the skins when exposed to the water and left the Skins naked & 
Seams exposed to the water. This failure of our favorite boat was a great disappointment to us, 
we having more baggage than our canoes would carry. Concluded to build canoes for to carry 
them; no timber near our camp. I determined to proceed on up the river to a bottom in which 
our hunters reported was large trees etc. 

https://lewisandclarkjournals.unl.edu/search?people=Clark%2C%20William
https://lewisandclarkjournals.unl.edu/search?people=Clark%2C%20William
https://lewisandclarkjournals.unl.edu/search?people=Clark%2C%20William
https://lewisandclarkjournals.unl.edu/search?people=Clark%2C%20William
https://lewisandclarkjournals.unl.edu/search?people=Clark%2C%20William
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Journal Entry  |  Tuesday July 9, 1805  | Ordway 
 

A beautiful pleasant morning.    The island near the camp is covered with black birds.  We put 
the iron boat which we covered with green hides in to the water. Corked some of the canoes in 
order to get in readiness to depart from this place in the afternoon. We loaded the 6 canoes 
but did not load the iron boat as it leaked considerable.    Soon after we got the canoes loaded 
thunder and high wind came on so that we had to unload again.   Our officers concludes for to 
leave and burry the iron boat, as we cannot get tar or pitch to pay the over the outside of the 
skins. The coal tallow & bees wax would not stick to the hides as they were shaved. The time is 
so far expended that they did not think proper to try any more experiments with it. So we sank 
her in the water so that she might be the easier took to pieces tomorrow.    Our officers 
conclude to build 2 canoes more so that we can carry all our baggage without the iron boat. 
About 10 men got ready to up the river to build 2 canoes. 

 
 

Journal Entry  |  Tuesday July 9, 1805  | Gass 
 

A fine morning, and heavy dew. In the forenoon we loaded our canoes, and put the experiment 
into the water. She rides very light but leaks some. In the afternoon a storm of wind, with some 
rain came on from the northwest, and we had again to unload some of our canoes, the waves 
ran so high. After the storm we had a fine evening. The tallow and coal were found not to 
answer the purpose; for as soon as dry, it cracked and scaled off, and the water came through 
the skins. Therefore for want of tar or pitch we had, after all our labor, to haul our new boat on 
shore, and leave it at this place. 

 
 

Journal Entry  |  Tuesday July 9, 1805  | Whitehouse 
 

A beautiful morning, the Island near our Camp 〈is〉 were covered with black birds, we found the 
mosquitoes very troublesome at our Camp during last night; and till after sunrise this morning, 
we were all employed, in calking of our crafts; and putting our iron boat into the waters and 
getting everything in readiness to leave this place—    In the afternoon we loaded the 6 large 
Canoes; the Iron boat leaked so much, that we did not put any load into her,—    soon after, we 
had got the Canoes loaded, and a Violent storm of Wind and thunder came on.— 

The waves rose to such a height, as to wash over into the canoes, so that all hands were 
employed to unload them as quick as possible—    Our officers found that the iron boat would 
not answer our purpose, we not being able, to get sufficient quantity of tar or pitch, to pay her 
bottom and sides, and that the Coal, tallow, & grease would not prevent her from leaking, 
which she did very much; the season being far advanced for the crossing the rocky mountains, 
the officers concluded to bury the iron boat at this place; and to proceed about 20 Miles up 
the Missouri, and to make 2 large canoes, to answer our purpose, so they had the Iron boat 
sunk in the River, that she might be more easily taken apart, which they intend having done 
tomorrow.—    Ten of our party got themselves in readiness to go with Captain Clark, in order to 

Note: The original spelling of words has been updated to modern day spelling for ease of reading. 

https://lewisandclarkjournals.unl.edu/search?places=Rocky%20Mountains
https://lewisandclarkjournals.unl.edu/search?places=Missouri%20River
https://lewisandclarkjournals.unl.edu/search?people=Clark%2C%20William
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make the canoes; they intend going by land the distance being about 5 Miles and 20 Miles by 
water— 

Taking It Deeper 

Let’s reason together. 

1. What different things do you notice about each of the accounts given by the men? ________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What are some commonalties between their individual journal entries? _________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

3. How do you see God’s Providence in the testing of the boat and the timing of the storm? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

4. In what way do these men display Christian character in their journal entries about the 
problems with the boats? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

Individual answers will vary. 

Individual answers will vary. 

Individual answers will vary. 

Individual answers will vary. 
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Name: _____________________________________________________________ Date: ____________________________________ 

 

Sequence Chain of the July 9, 1805 Events from the Lewis and Clark Journals 
Traveling Westward 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The morning begins 

beautifully with birds 

singing and sunshine. 

The team tests the iron boat 

by putting it in the water. 
The boat floats but it leaks. 

Their lives were spared from 

the violent storm on the 

river–by God’s Providence. 

The men are now delayed 

from floating down  

the river to continue  

moving westward. 

Soon after the boats were  

in the water, a violent 

 storm came. They had to 

remove the other boats 

from the water.  
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1. ____________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. ____________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. ___________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

What are some things you’d like to share about in the conversations? 

1. ____________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

How did this field study impact you? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

What are some things you’d like to ask your tour guide? 

Name: ______________________________ Date: ____________________________________ 
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Plan a field day to any of the Lewis and Clark National Parks. Or, if you are unable to make it to 
one, plan to do a virtual tour: here is a link to Fort Clatsop. 

Below are other virtual links to Lewis and Clark related locations: 

Lewis and Clark National Historic Trails:  https://www.nps.gov/lecl/learn/news/lewis-and-clark-
national-historic-trail-celebrates-virtual-national-park-week.htm 

Lewis and Clark Caverns: https://insidemt.com/explore-montana-in-virtual-reality/lewis-clark-
caverns/ 

To make it more hands on, we recommend the Geology of Lewis and Clark Kit by Northwest 
Treasures (this is not sponsored, it’s not an affiliate link, and I receive no compensation for 
recommending their product). We’ve used this kit in our homeschool and love adding it to our 
Lewis and Clark studies. 

We will take our in-person field day trip to: __________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

We will take it on this date: _______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

We will take our virtual tour of: ____________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

We will take it on this date: _______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Field Day!! 

https://www.nps.gov/lewi/learn/virtual-park.htm
https://www.nps.gov/lecl/learn/news/lewis-and-clark-national-historic-trail-celebrates-virtual-national-park-week.htm
https://www.nps.gov/lecl/learn/news/lewis-and-clark-national-historic-trail-celebrates-virtual-national-park-week.htm
https://insidemt.com/explore-montana-in-virtual-reality/lewis-clark-caverns/
https://insidemt.com/explore-montana-in-virtual-reality/lewis-clark-caverns/
https://northwestrockandfossil.com/product/geology-and-the-lewis-and-clark-expedition/


Bridge Ministry Publishers ©2021 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


