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Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______________________________ 

Quarter 3, Week 4 

Key Individual:   _________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

His children: ___________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

His education: __________________________________________________________________ 

Where his family relocated to (Providential Setting): ___________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

His Career:  ____________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

His contributions: _______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Life Dates: ___________________________________________ 

Setting of birth: _______________________________________ 

Setting of death: ______________________________________ 

His parents: __________________________________________ 

His siblings: __________________________________________ 

He was number: ______________________________________ 

Home Life: ___________________________________________ 

His spouse(s): ________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________ 
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In Class Reading: 

 Jedidiah Morse is considered to be the Father of American Geography. As we begin our 

study on this individual and his work, let’s define the vocabulary of our subject. 

Webster’s 1828 American Dictionary of the English Language defines geography as: 

GEOG'RAPHY, noun [Gr. the earth, and to write, to describe.] 

1. Properly, a description of the earth or terrestrial globe, particularly of the divisions of its 
surface, natural and artificial, and of the position of the several countries, kingdoms, states, cities, 
etc.  

As a science, geography includes the doctrine or knowledge of the astronomical circles or 
divisions of the sphere, by which the relative position of places on the globe may be ascertained, 
and usually treatises of geography contain some account of the inhabitants of the earth, of their 
government, manners, etc., and an account of the principal animals, plants and minerals. 

2. A book containing a description of the earth. 

Webster’s 1828 American Dictionary of the English Language defines doctrine as: 

DOCTRINE, noun [Latin , to teach.] 

1. In a general sense, whatever is taught. Hence, a principle or position in any science; whatever is 

laid down as true by an instructor or master.  

Write your conclusion about Geography based on these definitions:  

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

Name: ______________________________ Date: ____________________________________ 
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When we talk about something being “laid down as true,” we’re talking about a 

worldview. Therefore, it’s important that we study Geography with a Biblical worldview and not 

a humanist worldview. A Biblical worldview of Geography will keep the earth and its boundaries 

in the context of  being created and governed by God. It will also make note of God’s 

Providence (His care and protection for His Creation). Conversely, a humanist view does not 

acknowledge Creator God nor His hand in History–His-Story. 

In addition to being an American Congregational Minister, Jedidiah Morse was also a 

Geographer. In fact, he was the first to author a textbook on American Geography published in 

the United States of America. As we learn from his own writings, he held to a Biblical worldview 

of Geography. In fact, Jedidiah is open right from the beginning about his worldview. He doesn’t 

try to deceive anyone into thinking that he has a ‘nuetral’ stance on the subject. Today, many 

people try to deceive others with the idea of a ‘neutral’ stance. But, we know that it is not 

neutral because God is the Creator of the earth. This means that He is the Author and Creator 

of the subject of Geography as well. 

Let’s read some of the preface to his geography book which he wrote for children, 

“The Elements of Geography” (1795). 

The present state of the world, and the prospects opening before us, render a 

knowledge of Geography a necessary part of a good education. The fact, that school-books, for 

teaching this science, have, within a few years, become numerous, beyond all former example, 

shows that such is the universal opinion. In this eventful period of the world, when changes and 

improvements of the most important kind, are every where multiplying with a rapidity 

altogether astonishing; when 'many are running to and fro through the earth, and knowledge is 

increasing; ' when missionaries of the cross are spreading the everlasting gospel among all the 

nations of the earth, no wonder that every one, who is awake to behold these things, should be 

anxious to become acquainted with every part of a world, in which the Creator seems now to 

be displaying his perfections in the most conspicuous and glorious manner. 

The following opinions of the science of Geography, as adapted to youthful minds, 

deserve particular attention. "There is not a son or daughter of Adam, but has some concern 

both in Geography and Astronomy." Among those studies which are usually recommended to 

young people, there can be few that might be improved to better uses, than Geography. These 

branches of science, which lead the mind to attend to the appearances of nature, are suited to 

raise exalted thoughts of the Great Creator." All our school-books should be formed with 

particular reference to the moral improvement of the rising generation; in a manner best 

adapted to make correct impressions on their minds, and to excite useful inquiries. None of the 

sciences can be managed to effect these purposes so well, as Geography, combined, as it 

naturally and necessarily is, both with Astronomy and History. 
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 It is important to highlight what Jedidiah Morse says here: “All our school-books 

should be formed with particular reference to the moral improvement of the rising generation; 

in a manner best adapted to make correct impressions on their minds, and to excite useful 

inquiries.” 

Taking it Deeper 

Let’s reason together! 

1.  Who does Jedidiah Morse give credit to for the ability to spread the Gospel to these parts of 

the world?  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

2. How do the subjects of Geography and Astronomy cause our thoughts to be toward God? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

3. What are three ways that our school-books should be formed? 

1. ______________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

2. ______________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

3. ______________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 
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Let’s discover a little bit more about the intentions of Jedidiah Morse through his 

“Elements of Geography” book. 

As a great part of the facts and information contained in this work is derived from the Bible, of 

all books the best and most to be relied on and on the most important topics, the only authentic source, 

the author hopes the study of it will, in an easy and pleasant manner, lead our youth to the study of this 

sacred Book, the tendency of which is to make them truly wise, and happy for ever.  

1. What source is a great part of the facts and information for the Elements of Geography? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Why did Jedidiah Morse choose the Bible to be a great part of his school-book? __________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. What hopes did Jedidiah Morse have for the youth who study Geography from his school-book? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Read Romans 1:28-32. What does the Bible say will happen to those who do not ‘like to retain the 

knowledge of God’? (Use Webster’s 1828 Dictionary to define words you don’t know the meaning of.) 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Why do you think it’s important for the subject of Geography to point students to Creator God?  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

 

 

Record Event in Our Story  

 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

 

Principle(s) | General Truths  

 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

 

 

Application | God’s Purpose in His-Story 

Name: _____________________________________________________ Date: __________________________________________________ 

Key Event: __________________________________________________ Biblical Reference:_______________________________________ 
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A Peck of Gold 

by 

Robert Frost 

 

Dust always blowing about the town, 

Except when sea-fog laid it down, 

And I was one of the children told 

Some of the blowing dust was gold. 

All the dust the wind blew high 

Appeared like god in the sunset sky, 

But I was one of the children told 

Some of the dust was really gold. 

Such was life in the Golden Gate: 

Gold dusted all we drank and ate, 

And I was one of the children told, 

'We all must eat our peck of gold.' 

 

Goal: Memorize A Peck of Gold by Robert Frost 

Directions: Practice reciting the lines together as you add them to your memory. 

Monday Memorize line 1    Monday Memorize line 7 

Tuesday Memorize line 2   Tuesday  Memorize line 8 

Wednesday Memorize line 3   Wednesday Memorize line 9 

Thursday Memorize line 4   Thursday  Memorize line 10 

Friday  Memorize line 5 and 6   Friday   Memorize lines 11 and 12 

Goal: Recite the whole poem by: ___________________________________________________ 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 
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In Class Reading: 

 Have you ever thought about what would have happened if the United States had not 

gained California as a part of the Federal Union?  

  Before California was joined to the Union by the United States, Spaniards and the 

Mexicans had control of California. If either one of them had kept control, California would have 

been under the Roman form of government known as a Monarchy. Can you imagine how difficult 

it would have been to bring California into our Constitutional Representative Republic if gold had 

been discovered before we added it to the Union?  But, thankfully God’s Providential Hand 

helped California to be a part of our Constitutional Representative Republic and not a Monarchy. 

This brought civil liberty to California. 

According to Dimmick (1996): “The mania for gold gave California a great increase in 

immigration, trade, and commerce. The influx of population; the utter confusion of 

having to do business under Mexican laws; the drain upon law and order as the gold fields 

attracted even law officials; and the frustration of living under a military government 

while Congress was debating what to do with California, were reasons why American 

settlers felt a great need for organized law.” (p. 29) 

Taking it Deeper 

Let’s reason together! 

1. What would have happened to the people of California if either Spain or Mexico kept 

California? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

2. How would you describe California’s civics when it was under Mexico’s control? ___________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________  

_______________________________________________________________________________  

_______________________________________________________________________________  

Dorothy Dimmick (1996), The Making of American California: a Providential Approach, 

Name: ______________________________ Date: ____________________________________ 
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In Class Reading: 

 Not everything was rosy in California. There was the Mexican-American War from 1846-
1847. There were problems with slavery. And, as we read below, some people didn’t get paid for 
their work. The following account is from an eyewitness remembering what his experience was 
like during the Gold Rush in California. 
 

California Gold 
An Authentic History of the First Find 

With the Names of Those Interested in the Discovery 
 

By James S. Brown 

 
SALT LAKE CITY, Utah, 
Jan. 24, 1894. 
(An account from forty-six years prior.) 
 

As to Sutter’s enterprise and capital, he did furnish the Graham flour and mutton, wheat 
and peas, black coffee and brown sugar, teams and tools, while we, the members of the 
Mormon Battalion, did do the hard labor that discovered the metal, and it is also true that 
we were in Sutter’s employ at that date, and that we did not get paid for our labor. 

I worked 100 days for the firm, and never received one farthing for it. I heard a number of 
other men say that they never got their pay. Then it was our labor that developed the 
find, and not theirs, for many of them were never paid; and when we went for a 
settlement we were told by Capt. Sutter that he could not settle with us for his 
bookkeeper had gone to the mines and his books were not posted. He cursed Marshall 
and the mines, and declared that he was a ruined man, that the discovery was his ruin, 
for it had drawn off his laborers and left everything to go to rack, and he was being 
robbed. 

Jeremiah 22:13 teaches us: “Woe to him who builds his house by unrighteousness,  and his 

upper rooms by injustice, who makes his neighbor serve him for nothing  and does not give him 

his wages,” (ESV)  There is a cause  to  effect here. Ask yourself: Was it right for the 

bookkeeper to steal from Mr. Sutter? Was it right for Mr. Sutter to delay paying the men for their 

work? Or would it have been right for Mr. Sutter to pay them wages regularly as they worked? 
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There is always a battle against sinfulness. This is why we need to stop and ask ourselves 

these following questions: 

 Who or what is in control? 

 What is God doing? 

 What is sinful man’s response to Holy God? 

 What steps are being taken in the right direction? 

Even though there were some sinful actions taking place, there is a bigger picture to see. 

Remember, it was by God’s Providence that California ended up discovering the gold after the 

Spaniards and Mexicans had lost control of it. Also remember, it was by God’s Providence that 

the people in California would not be ruled by a Monarchy. History teaches us that oftentimes a 

Monarchy becomes tyrannical. Even more than that, the people of California risked being under 

a mandatory religion imposed upon them by a monarchy. 

Now, let’s learn what was happening in California as they formed their constitution. How 

did they take steps in the right direction to bring liberty to all Californians? Read pages 29-31 in 

Dorothy Dimmick’s book The Making of American California: a Providential Approach about A 

Constitution for California. 

Taking it Deeper 

Let’s reason together! 

1. What question caused Congress to be divided? _____________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

2. In 1848, what did the slave states and free states look like? ___________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

3. How many sessions did Congress’s debates over the slave question last? _________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Was California made a state by the time the session convened?________________________ 

5. How was California being governed at the time? ____________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 



Bridge Ministry Publishers ©2021 

6. On June 3, 1849, who was it that issued a Proclamation that an election would be told to call 

a convention? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

7. What was the purpose for this convention? ________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________  

8. What was the result of the constitution that the Californians drew up? __________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

9. Did California draw up their constitution before they were accepted into the Union or 

afterward? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

10. Who took a Memorial to Washington to convince Congress of California’s desire to be 

accepted into the Union? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

11. Explain the Compromise of 1850 which resulted in California becoming a part of the Union. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________
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_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

 

 

Record Event in Our Story  

 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

 

Principle(s) | General Truths  

 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

 

 

Application | God’s Purpose in His-Story 

Name: _____________________________________________________ Date: __________________________________________________ 

Key Event: __________________________________________________ Biblical Reference:_______________________________________ 
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Read pages 26-27 The Making of American California: a Providential Approach about the Colonization of California. Label the Continents on the map 

using the Map Standard. Trace the movement of Spain, Russia, and the Chain of Christianity on your map below. 

Name: _____________________________________ Date: _____________________________________ 

Map work is based off of Dorothy Dimmick’s map on p. 146 of The Making of American California A Providential Approach. The map itself is from Wikimedia. 

Legend 

Spain 

Russia 

Chain of Christianity 
 

X 
X 

X 
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Legend 

Erie Canal 

Lake Erie 

Lake Ontario 

Narrow rivers 

Numbered rivers 

Map Standard 

*Locations all Caps 

 

*Locations Black Ink 

*Outline land in 

straight red lines 

*Bodies of water 

outlined in blue 

caterpillar hairs. 

Name: _______________________________________ Date:______________________________ 
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Map Standard 

*Locations all Caps 

*Locations Black Ink 

*Outline land in straight red lines 

*Bodies of water outlined in blue caterpillar hairs. 

*National Road in brown color pencil. 

Name: _______________________________________ Date:______________________________ 
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Map Standard 

*Locations all Caps 

 

*Locations Black Ink 

*Outline land in 

straight red lines 

*Bodies of water 

outlined in blue 

caterpillar hairs. 

*California Trail in 

Green. 

 
 Name: _______________________________________ Date:______________________________ 
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Map Standard 

*Locations all Caps 

 

*Locations Black Ink 

*Outline land in 

straight red lines 

*Bodies of water 

outlined in blue 

caterpillar hairs. 

*Oregon Trail in 

medium blue. 

 
 Name: _______________________________________ Date:______________________________ 
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Map Standard 

*Locations all Caps 

 

*Locations Black Ink 

*Outline land in 

straight red lines 

*Bodies of water 

outlined in blue 

caterpillar hairs. 

*Santa Fe Trail in red. 

 
 Name: _______________________________________ Date:______________________________ 



Bridge Ministry Publishers ©2021 

 



Bridge Ministry Publishers ©2021 

 

  

 

A Providential View: 

Review: Geology, William Clark, and God’s Providence 

Key Individual: Jedidiah Morse 

California Gold Rush 

Key Document 

Key Event Chart 

Select class readings 

Map Work 

Homework Assignment—Poetry Memorization 

Level F 
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Dear Parents/Teachers, 

There are “answer keys” which are provided for both the study on Jedidiah Morse and the 

California Gold Rush. The purpose of these is to help you teach the lessons with ease and to 

help you to know they type of answers you’re looking for. 

It goes without saying that some students may need more help and guidance in reasoning than 

others. But, please do encourage your students to use their independent thinking and 

reasoning skills that they currently have developed. 

 It’s fine to guide them by asking them reasoning questions that help them to see how to think 

and reason. Please keep in mind that the Principle Approach Is about teaching students *how* 

to think and reason Biblically on their own. Give them time to think things through and to 

discuss them with you. 

We hope that these lessons help you in your homeschool and that you and your child will spring 

board from them to learn more on your own. 

Please note that this product is meant for your personal independent homeschool consisting of 

your immediate family. If you would like to use these in a group setting, email us for pricing 

options. Thank you for honoring Exodus 20:15. 

For Christ and for Liberty, 

Heather Hall 
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Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______________________________ 

 

Key Individual:   _________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

His children: ___________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

His education: __________________________________________________________________ 

Where his family relocated to (Providential Setting): ___________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

His Career:  ____________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

His contributions: _______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Life Dates: ___________________________________________ 

Setting of birth: _______________________________________ 

Setting of death: ______________________________________ 

His parents: __________________________________________ 

His siblings: __________________________________________ 

He was number: ______________________________________ 

Home Life: ___________________________________________ 

His spouse(s): ________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________ 

 

Jedidiah Morse 

8-23-1761 to 6-9-1826 

Woodstock, Connecticut Colony, B.A. 

New Haven, Connecticut,  U.S. 

Jedidiah and Sarah Morse 

N/A 

N/A 

Christian family 

Elizabeth Ann Finley Breese 

Samuel F.B. Morse (Morse Code inventor), Sidney Edwards Morse,  

 and Richard Cary Morse 

Divinity Degree at Yale University 

He and his wife and children lived in 

Georgia and then New Haven, CT. (Webster also lived in CT and they were friends. 

He was an American geographer. He was also a pastor. 

His textbooks on geography–with Biblical principles and Biblical 

reasoning–became staples in schools of the United States. 
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 (“Our Constitution was made only for a 

moral and religious 
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In Class Reading: 

 Jedidiah Morse is considered to be the Father of American Geography. As we begin our 

study on this individual and his work, let’s define the vocabulary of our subject. 

Webster’s 1828 American Dictionary of the English Language defines geography as: 

GEOG'RAPHY, noun [Gr. the earth, and to write, to describe.] 

1. Properly, a description of the earth or terrestrial globe, particularly of the divisions of its 
surface, natural and artificial, and of the position of the several countries, kingdoms, states, cities, 
etc.  

As a science, geography includes the doctrine or knowledge of the astronomical circles or 
divisions of the sphere, by which the relative position of places on the globe may be ascertained, 
and usually treatises of geography contain some account of the inhabitants of the earth, of their 
government, manners, etc., and an account of the principal animals, plants and minerals. 

2. A book containing a description of the earth. 

Webster’s 1828 American Dictionary of the English Language defines doctrine as: 

DOCTRINE, noun [Latin , to teach.] 

1. In a general sense, whatever is taught. Hence, a principle or position in any science; whatever is 

laid down as true by an instructor or master.  

Write your conclusion about Geography based on these definitions:  

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

Name: ______________________________ Date: ____________________________________ 

(Answers will vary; this is a type of answer you’re looking for.) 

Geography is the study of the earth and its setting in the universe. In its very make up, it 

includes doctrine. In order for the doctrine to be one of truth, it must contain Bible principles 

and lead students to Biblical reasoning. 
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When we talk about something being “laid down as true,” we’re talking about a 

worldview. Therefore, it’s important that we study Geography with a Biblical worldview and not 

a humanist worldview. A Biblical worldview of Geography will keep the earth and its boundaries 

in the context of  being created and governed by God. It will also make note of God’s 

Providence (His care and protection for His Creation). Conversely, a humanist view does not 

acknowledge Creator God nor His hand in History–His-Story. 

In addition to being an American Congregational Minister, Jedidiah Morse was also a 

Geographer. In fact, he was the first to author a textbook on American Geography published in 

the United States of America. As we learn from his own writings, he held to a Biblical worldview 

of Geography. In fact, Jedidiah is open right from the beginning about his worldview. He doesn’t 

try to deceive anyone into thinking that he has a ‘nuetral’ stance on the subject. Today, many 

people try to deceive others with the idea of a ‘neutral’ stance. But, we know that it is not 

neutral because God is the Creator of the earth. This means that He is the Author and Creator 

of the subject of Geography as well. 

Let’s read some of the preface to his geography book which he wrote for children, 

“The Elements of Geography” (1795). 

The present state of the world, and the prospects opening before us, render a 

knowledge of Geography a necessary part of a good education. The fact, that school-books, for 

teaching this science, have, within a few years, become numerous, beyond all former example, 

shows that such is the universal opinion. In this eventful period of the world, when changes and 

improvements of the most important kind, are every where multiplying with a rapidity 

altogether astonishing; when 'many are running to and fro through the earth, and knowledge is 

increasing; ' when missionaries of the cross are spreading the everlasting gospel among all the 

nations of the earth, no wonder that every one, who is awake to behold these things, should be 

anxious to become acquainted with every part of a world, in which the Creator seems now to 

be displaying his perfections in the most conspicuous and glorious manner. 

The following opinions of the science of Geography, as adapted to youthful minds, 

deserve particular attention. "There is not a son or daughter of Adam, but has some concern 

both in Geography and Astronomy." Among those studies which are usually recommended to 

young people, there can be few that might be improved to better uses, than Geography. These 

branches of science, which lead the mind to attend to the appearances of nature, are suited to 

raise exalted thoughts of the Great Creator." All our school-books should be formed with 

particular reference to the moral improvement of the rising generation; in a manner best 

adapted to make correct impressions on their minds, and to excite useful inquiries. None of the 

sciences can be managed to effect these purposes so well, as Geography, combined, as it 

naturally and necessarily is, both with Astronomy and History. 



Bridge Ministry Publishers ©2021 

 It is important to highlight what Jedidiah Morse says here: “All our school-books 

should be formed with particular reference to the moral improvement of the rising generation; 

in a manner best adapted to make correct impressions on their minds, and to excite useful 

inquiries.” 

Taking it Deeper 

Let’s reason together! 

1.  Who does Jedidiah Morse give credit to for the ability to spread the Gospel to these parts of 

the world?  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

2. How do the subjects of Geography and Astronomy cause our thoughts to be toward God? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

3. What are three ways that our school-books should be formed? 

1. ______________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

2. ______________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

3. ______________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

He gives credit to God and obedient missionaries. 

They cause us to observe creation and they cause our minds to exalt our thoughts of our 

Creator God–our good and loving Father. 

They should be formed with particular reference to the moral improvement 

of the next generation. 

They should make correct impressions on their minds. ‘Correct’ means: “Literally  

set right, or made straight . . . free from error.” –Webster’s 1828 Dictionary 

They should excite useful inquiries. ‘Useful’ means: “Producing or having power 

to produce good; beneficial; profitable.” –Webster’s 1828 Dictionary 
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Let’s discover a little bit more about the intentions of Jedidiah Morse through his 

“Elements of Geography” book. 

As a great part of the facts and information contained in this work is derived from the Bible, of 

all books the best and most to be relied on and on the most important topics, the only authentic source, 

the author hopes the study of it will, in an easy and pleasant manner, lead our youth to the study of this 

sacred Book, the tendency of which is to make them truly wise, and happy for ever.  

1. What source is a great part of the facts and information for the Elements of Geography? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Why did Jedidiah Morse choose the Bible to be a great part of his school-book? __________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. What hopes did Jedidiah Morse have for the youth who study Geography from his school-book? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Read Romans 1:28-32. What does the Bible say will happen to those who do not ‘like to retain the 

knowledge of God’? (Use Webster’s 1828 Dictionary to define words you don’t know the meaning of.) 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Why do you think it’s important for the subject of Geography to point students to Creator God?  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

The facts and information contained in his work–are in great part–from the Bible. 

because it’s the most reliable and authentic source. 

He chose the Bible 

He hoped that youth would study the Bible so they’d become wise and happy forever. 

Because of their choice, God gave them over to a depraved mind. Examples of this are: “filled 

with unrighteousness, wickedness, greed, evil; full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, malice; 

they are gossips, slanderers, haters of God, disobedient to parents, etc.” 

Geography was created by God. As with all areas of life and learning, it’s important to  

“retain the knowledge of God” so that we aren’t depraved. 
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_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

 

 

Record Event in Our Story  

 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

 

Principle(s) | General Truths  

 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

 

 

Application | God’s Purpose in His-Story 

Name: _____________________________________________________ Date: __________________________________________________ 

Key Event: __________________________________________________ Biblical Reference:_______________________________________ Bible Principle Geography in Schools Psalm 24:1 

God used Jedidiah’s love for His Word, 

geography, and his love of country to 

write “Elements of Geography.” It was  

a staple in the United State’s schools. 

“The earth is the Lord’s, and the fullness 

Thereof; the world, and they that dwell 

In it. “ Psalm 24:1 

God used the “Elements of Geography” 

In the United States schools to help  

advance the Gospel in America. This 

helped with the morals of our nation. 

(“Our Constitution was made only for a 

moral and religious 

people. inadequate to the government of any 

moral and religious people. It is wholly 

other.” –John Adams) 
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A Peck of Gold 

by 

Robert Frost 

 

Dust always blowing about the town, 

Except when sea-fog laid it down, 

And I was one of the children told 

Some of the blowing dust was gold. 

All the dust the wind blew high 

Appeared like god in the sunset sky, 

But I was one of the children told 

Some of the dust was really gold. 

Such was life in the Golden Gate: 

Gold dusted all we drank and ate, 

And I was one of the children told, 

'We all must eat our peck of gold.' 

 

Goal: Memorize A Peck of Gold by Robert Frost 

Directions: Practice reciting the lines together as you add them to your memory. 

Monday Memorize line 1    Monday Memorize line 7 

Tuesday Memorize line 2   Tuesday  Memorize line 8 

Wednesday Memorize line 3   Wednesday Memorize line 9 

Thursday Memorize line 4   Thursday  Memorize line 10 

Friday  Memorize line 5 and 6   Friday   Memorize lines 11 and 12 

Goal: Recite the whole poem by: ___________________________________________________ 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

 



Bridge Ministry Publishers ©2021 

  



Bridge Ministry Publishers ©2021 
 

In Class Reading: 

 Have you ever thought about what would have happened if the United States had not 

gained California as a part of the Federal Union?  

  Before California was joined to the Union by the United States, Spaniards and the 

Mexicans had control of California. If either one of them had kept control, California would have 

been under the Roman form of government known as a Monarchy. Can you imagine how difficult 

it would have been to bring California into our Constitutional Representative Republic if gold had 

been discovered before we added it to the Union?  But, thankfully God’s Providential Hand 

helped California to be a part of our Constitutional Representative Republic and not a Monarchy. 

This brought civil liberty to California. 

According to Dimmick (1996):” The mania for gold gave California a great increase in 

immigration, trade, and commerce. The influx of population; the utter confusion of 

having to do business under Mexican laws; the drain upon law and order as the gold fields 

attracted even law officials; and the frustration of living under a military government 

while Congress was debating what to do with California, were reasons why American 

settlers felt a great need for organized law.” (p. 29) 

Taking it Deeper 

Let’s reason together! 

1. What would have happened to the people of California if either Spain or Mexico kept 

California? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

2. How would you describe California’s civics when it was under Mexico’s control? ___________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________  

_______________________________________________________________________________  

_______________________________________________________________________________  

Dorothy Dimmick (1996), The Making of American California: a Providential Approach, 

 

 

  

Name: ______________________________ Date: ____________________________________ 

They would have been oppressed under a Monarchy. 

Confusing, it wasn’t orderly, and the people were frustrated being under a military 

government. 

It was 
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In Class Reading: 

 Not everything was rosy in California. There was the Mexican-American War from 1846-
1847. There were problems with slavery. And, as we read below, some people didn’t get paid for 
their work. The following account is from an eyewitness remembering what his experience was 
like during the Gold Rush in California. 
 

California Gold 
An Authentic History of the First Find 

With the Names of Those Interested in the Discovery 
 

By James S. Brown 

 
SALT LAKE CITY, Utah, 
Jan. 24, 1894. 
(An account from forty-six years prior.) 
 

As to Sutter’s enterprise and capital, he did furnish the Graham flour and mutton, wheat 
and peas, black coffee and brown sugar, teams and tools, while we, the members of the 
Mormon Battalion, did do the hard labor that discovered the metal, and it is also true that 
we were in Sutter’s employ at that date, and that we did not get paid for our labor. 

I worked 100 days for the firm, and never received one farthing for it. I heard a number of 
other men say that they never got their pay. Then it was our labor that developed the 
find, and not theirs, for many of them were never paid; and when we went for a 
settlement we were told by Capt. Sutter that he could not settle with us for his 
bookkeeper had gone to the mines and his books were not posted. He cursed Marshall 
and the mines, and declared that he was a ruined man, that the discovery was his ruin, 
for it had drawn off his laborers and left everything to go to rack, and he was being 
robbed. 

Jeremiah 22:13 teaches us: “Woe to him who builds his house by unrighteousness,  and his 

upper rooms by injustice, who makes his neighbor serve him for nothing  and does not give him 

his wages,” (ESV)  There is a cause  to  effect here. Ask yourself: Was it right for the 

bookkeeper to steal from Mr. Sutter? Was it right for Mr. Sutter to delay paying the men for their 

work? Or would it have been right for Mr. Sutter to pay them wages regularly as they worked? 
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There is always a battle against sinfulness. This is why we need to stop and ask ourselves 

these following questions: 

 Who or what is in control? 

 What is God doing? 

 What is sinful man’s response to Holy God? 

 What steps are being taken in the right direction? 

Even though there were some sinful actions taking place, there is a bigger picture to see. 

Remember, it was by God’s Providence that California ended up discovering the gold after the 

Spaniards and Mexicans had lost control of it. Also remember, it was by God’s Providence that 

the people in California would not be ruled by a Monarchy. History teaches us that oftentimes a 

Monarchy becomes tyrannical. Even more than that, the people of California risked being under 

a mandatory religion imposed upon them by a monarchy. 

Now, let’s learn what was happening in California as they formed their constitution. How 

did they take steps in the right direction to bring liberty to all Californians? Read pages 29-31 in 

Dorothy Dimmick’s book The Making of American California: a Providential Approach about A 

Constitution for California. 

Taking it Deeper 

Let’s reason together! 

1. What question caused Congress to be divided? _____________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

2. In 1848, what did the slave states and free states look like? ___________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

3. How many sessions did Congress’s debates over the slave question last? _________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Was California made a state by the time the session convened?________________________ 

5. How was California being governed at the time? ____________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

California be a slave state or not? 

It was the question of slavery–should  

The slave states and free states 

Were equal in number. 

over this question lasted for three sessions. 

The debates 

No, it was not. 

California was under a military government 

while Congress was trying to figure out what to do about it. 
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6. On June 3, 1849, who was it that issued a Proclamation that an election would be told to call 

a convention? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

7. What was the purpose for this convention? ________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________  

8. What was the result of the constitution that the Californians drew up? __________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

9. Did California draw up their constitution before they were accepted into the Union or 

afterward? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

10. Who took a Memorial to Washington to convince Congress of California’s desire to be 

accepted into the Union? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

11. Explain the Compromise of 1850 which resulted in California becoming a part of the Union. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

It was acting Military Governor General Riley who did. 

The purpose of it was to draw up a 

Constitution and to elect delegates. 

It remained the 

hightest law of California for thirty years. 

California was practicing self-government before being accepted into the Union. They were  

taking steps in the right direction by drawing it up ahead of time. 

Senators Gwin and Freemont, and Representatives Gilbert and Wright delivered it (Principle  

of Representation in action). 

California was admitted into the Union as a free state. However, the territories of Utah and 

New Mexico would not be prohibited from slavery. (Helps your  students to reason ‘why’.) 
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Record Event in Our Story  
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_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

 

Principle(s) | General Truths  

 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

 

 

Application | God’s Purpose in His-Story 

Name: _____________________________________________________ Date: __________________________________________________ 

Key Event: __________________________________________________ Biblical Reference:_______________________________________ The California Gold Rush Psalm 24:1 

The California Gold Rush “gave California a 

great increase in immigration, trade, and  

commerce.” -Dimmick 

Also, organized law was established in 

California vs. remaining under a military  

government. 

California was taking steps in the right  

direction to end slavery. 

“The earth is the Lord’s, and the fullness 

Thereof; the world, and they that dwell in it.” 

-Psalm 24:1 

God purposed His Providential timing 

for gold to be discovered in America 

after California was claimed for it. 

This helped with our nation’s wealth to help it 

to prosper. 

Additionally, California, by God’s grace, 

became a part of a free nation. 
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Read pages 26-27 The Making of American California: a Providential Approach about the Colonization of California. Label the Continents on the map 

using the Map Standard. Trace the movement of Spain, Russia, and the Chain of Christianity on your map below. 

Name: _____________________________________ Date: _____________________________________ 

Map work is based off of Dorothy Dimmick’s map on p. 146 of The Making of American California A Providential Approach. The map itself is from Wikimedia. 

Legend 

Spain 

Russia 

Chain of Christianity 
 

X 
X 

X 



Bridge Ministry Publishers ©2021 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Bridge Ministry Publishers ©2021 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Legend 

Erie Canal 

Lake Erie 

Lake Ontario 

Narrow rivers 

Numbered rivers 

Name: _______________________________________ Date:______________________________ 

Map Standard 

*Locations all Caps 

 

*Locations Black Ink 

*Outline land in 

straight red lines 

*Bodies of water 

outlined in blue 

caterpillar hairs. 
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Map Standard 

*Locations all Caps 

*Locations Black Ink 

*Outline land in straight red lines 

*Bodies of water outlined in blue caterpillar hairs. 

*National Road in brown color pencil. Name: _______________________________________ Date:______________________________ 



Bridge Ministry Publishers ©2021 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Bridge Ministry Publishers ©2021 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Map Standard 

*Locations all Caps 

 

*Locations Black Ink 

*Outline land in 

straight red lines 

*Bodies of water 

outlined in blue 

caterpillar hairs. 

*California Trail in 

Green. 

 
 Name: _______________________________________ Date:______________________________ 
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Map Standard 

*Locations all Caps 

 

*Locations Black Ink 

*Outline land in 

straight red lines 

*Bodies of water 

outlined in blue 

caterpillar hairs. 

*Oregon Trail in 

medium blue. 

 
 Name: _______________________________________ Date:______________________________ 
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Map Standard 

*Locations all Caps 

 

*Locations Black Ink 

*Outline land in 

straight red lines 

*Bodies of water 

outlined in blue 

caterpillar hairs. 

*Santa Fe Trail in red. 

 
 Name: _______________________________________ Date:______________________________ 
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